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iota on the strength of a telegramn sent
by the 'Under Secretary for Lands. Those
people were under the impression that
they acquired rig 'hts in 1896, and no
doubt they did so; but those rights were
taken away by a section in the Land Act
of 1900, which was retrospective. Those
persons had taken up certain residential
lots which were 10 chains from the town-
site and were of $3ft. frontage, and there
were about 200 of these lots. What they
now asked was that they should have the
right of gettinge the fee simple of those
lands. This measure was introduced
into the Assembly really for the one
special purpose, he thought the Minister
said, of giving those people that right.
In a thin House the clause was struck
out, Sad he (Mr. Jenkins) desired to
have the measure sent back to the
Assembly with the wish of the Council
that the clause should be reinserted. In
reinserting that clause the Council would
be undoing what practicaly had been a
great injustice. He believed the reinser-
tion of the clause was not opposed by the
Ministers.

Hox. A. JAMESON : NO; thei' did not
oppose it.

Question passed, and the clause added
to the Bill.

Schedule:
How. A. G. JENKINS moved that the

following be added to the Bill:-

TEE SCHEDULE.

Riesidential leases of I 4,D5 t
Boulder Town Lots

.Do. do. ... 418 t
Do. do. .. 431 ti
Do. do. W 41 t
Do. do. .. 446 t
Do. do. .. 462 tA
Do. do. ... 47 t
Do. do. .. 492 tb
Do, do. .. 501 t4
DO. do. .. 513 b
DO. do. ... 518 t4
Do. do. ... 527 t
Do. do. ... 549 t4
Do. do. .. 564 t4
Do. do. .. 563 t
Do. do. ... 587 t
Do. do. ... 608 ti
Do. do. ... 61l7 bi
DO. do. ... 628 t4
Do. do. ... 635 b

o 410; inclusive

3429
34438 ,

o459
3471
3490 ,

3499 3

3510
3528
3526 ,

0540
3652
3561 ,

3582 ,

3606
3615
3626 ,

3633 ,

3654

Question passed, and the schedule
added to the Bill.

Preamble, Title-agreed to.

Questions, etc.

Bill reported with amend inents, and
the report adopted.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 9-38 o'clock,
until the next day.
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THE DE~PUTY SPEAKER took the

Chair at 2-30 O'clock, p.

PRAYERS.

PAPERS PRESEYki.
By the COLONIAL SEUCRETARY.- I . .3)-

laws of the municipality of Norseman.
2, Report (copy) and eviden ce of " Drayton
Grauge " inquiry.

Ordered: To lie on the table.

QUESTIONS TO MINISTERS.
(IN LIEU OF MOTIONS.)

Mn. HOPKINS by leave, asked the
Premier: Whether, seeing that the
Standing Orders were suspended, he
would assist members as far as possible
by answering questions for information
which, under other circumstances, mem-
hers might inove For in the shape of
returns.

TIRE PREMIER said he would be glad
to do that; but he did not want to
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encourage notices which involved a great
deal of expense in answering questions,
unless we knew by means of disusision
on motion with what object the informia-
tion was sought.

Miz. THOMAS (referring to notice of
questions asking for information) said
he could not obtain the information he
required on railwva y matters unless in the
form of a question, because if be were to
give notice of motion it would he impos-
sible for such motion to come on now
that the Standing Orders were suspended.

QUEST[ION-TtAI [AY-YARtO
LABOURERS' WAtt*ES.

Muy. HASTIE (for Mr. Johnson) asked
the Minister for Raiways: r, If it is
true that casual labourers are engaged in
the Kalgoorlie loco. -yards at 8s. per day.
2, If so, why have the wages agreed to
by these employees and the department
some two years hack, been reduced.

THE: MINISTER F*OR RAILWAYS
replied: t, Yes. 2, NO agreement to be
inferred from the question is within the
knowledge of the department.

QUESTION-NEW LAW COURTS, PAR-
TICULARS.

M i. HASTIE (for Mr. Johnson) asked
the Minister for Works: i, When is it
expected the new Law Courts will be
completed. 2, What was the time fixed
in the contract for the comnpletion. 3,
Was six months rebate on the time agreed
to by the contractor. 4, If so, why. 5,
Has the contractor excteeded the time. 6.
If so, is a, fine being inflcted. 7, What
is the amount 11er day. 8, Wha t amount
as rebate was agreedl to for cutting
Donnybrook stone out of the building
and substituting thle inferior building
material " stucco." 9, Did the contract
specify the roof to be covered with slate.
io, Why has this not been done. i i,
What amount, as rebate, was agreed to
for substituting the inferior roofing. 12,
Will there be any extras. i3, If so,what
amount is estimated to cover them.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS
replied: x, February, 1903. 2, 30th
March, 1903. 3, Contractors offered to
complete in " six mouthis less time." 4,
On account of alteration from freestone
to cement dressings. 5, Yes. 6, Pen-
alties to be incurred will be dealt with on

completion. 7i, £10 per week. 8, £5,425.
9, Yes. xc, As the roof is not visible,
galvanised. iron was substituted with board-
ing and felt under. cx1, 2677? Os. 10d.
12,Yes. t3, £984 19s. 7d., cost of which
is met by reductions in other matters,

QUESTIONS (2)-RAILWAY DEVrATION,
FREMANTLE.

MuL. HIGHAM asked the Minister for
Works: c, If it is the intention Of the
Government to take any farther steps in
the construction of the proposed Fre-
inantle-Cottesloe deviation during recess.
z, If not, is the Government prepared to
allow this matter to stand over pending
discussion early in the next session of
Parliament.

Tan MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: The Government does not and
never did. propose to commit the State
to any scheme for the extension of the
Fremantle Harbour Works until Parlia-
mrent had considered and decided the
question.

Mu. FOULKES asked the Minister
for Works:- Whether he will undertake
not to take any farther steps with regard
to the construction of the deviation of the
railway in the Ruckland Hill, Cottesloe,
and. Peppermint Grove Roads Board
District until the question of the routes
is first submitted to this House.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied:; The answer was the sam e as that
to the preceding question.

QUESTION - WATER SUPPLY
(ARTE SIAN), COTE SLOE.

Ma. FOULKES asked the Minister
for Works -If he will take the necessary
steps to bore for an artesian supply of
water at some convenient place at
Cotteslue.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS
replied: It is not considered necessary at
present to undertake any boring work at
Cottesloe, which place could be supplied
fromL the Claremont bore. It is possible,
however, that a separate service reservoir
at Oottesloe may become necessary when
increased consumption demands i; and
if this is so, and if it is also found that
the Claremont bore does not yield suffi-
cient, the question of putting down a
separate bore for Cottesloe can then be
considered.

QUA38tiout. Questi&ne-
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On motion by Mr. JA.conr, leave of

absence for one fortnight granted to the
member for West Kimberley (Mr. Pigott),
on the ground of urgent private businessj
and on motion by the PREMIER, leave for
one fortnight granted to the lion. the
Speaker, on account of illness.

REPORT-COLLIE TO COLLIE-BOlULDER
RAILWAY BILL.

On motion by Mr. HASTIE, the House
resolved into Committee to consider the
report of the select committee on the
Collie to Collie-Boulder Railway Bill.

IN COMMITTEE.
MR. ILLINGWOWPH in the Chair; the

MYNnSTns FOR WORKS AND RALWAYS in
charge.

Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Authority to construct:
Tnx MINISTER FOR WORKS:- The

select committee appointed to inuire
into this Bill had made certain recoin-
mendations, the most important of which,
perhaps, was that contained in paragraph
S of the report-

Your committee, after viewing the site and
carefully considering all the evidence, are of
opinion that the Collie-Boulder line should
terminate on Lease 126 at a point to be fixed
by the Engineer for Railway Surveys as being
suitable for a station. Should this course be
adopted, care must be taken to provide that
the operations of the Collie-Boulder Company
by undermining or the erection of buildings
or otherwise will not interfere with any future
extension of the railway.
Having regard to that recommendation
and also to other recommendations of the
report, the Government had sent the
En-gineer for Railway Surveys to the
locality with instructions to alter the
terminal point in accordance with the
recommendation of the select committee.
Sundry amendments in the Bill itself and
also in the schedule were therefore neces-
sitated, as was also the preparation of a
fresh plan. In order that these amend-
ments might, for the convenience of mem-
bers, appear on the Notice Paper, he
moved that progress be reported.

MR. MORAN: Should not this report
bate been adopted by the House before
being dealt with in this way ?

ToE PREMIER: The same discussion
would arise oil the Bill in Committee as
on a motion for the adoption of the select
cominnttee's report.

IMa. MoRA:. Were we in order in
discussing the report before the House
had adopted itF

Tum CHAIRMAN:- Yes. Notice to Conk-
sider the report in Committee had be
given in accordance with Standing Ordei
358 ; therefore the report was now beforE
the Committee. Moreover, the motion
had been carried.

THE MINIISTER FOR WORKS: Ml
previously explained, the only object ol
the Government in moving thiat progresi
be reported was to save the time of thE
Committee. The amnendments. recoi-
wmended by the select comm ittee having
be en placed on the Notice Paper, discus-
sion of the report and of the Bill mighi
proceed concurrently.

Motion (progress) passed.
Progress reported, and leave given tc

sit again.

PERMANENT RESERVES REDEDICA-
TION BILL.

INs COMIMITTEE,

Resumied from the 25th November.
Clause 2:
MR. DAGLISH:- Would it not be

possible to recommit the Bill and make
the area in Clause 1. (2 rood s 36 perches)
the same as that in Clause 2 (1 acre)?F
The area of the Education Department
reserve would then remain as it had been
from the first. One acre would be taken
from it and another acre given to it, a
fence now close to the street being sh ifted
about 4Oft. farther back, and a triangle
formed by erecting a new fence which
would enclose from one-fifth to one-
fourth of an acre additional, probably
less than the 1 rood anld 4 perches which
would be the distance between the 2
roods and 36 perches sand the 1 acre
which were specified in Clauses 1 and 2
respectively. A number of members had
inspected the spot, all of whom could
corroborate the statement that this request
might be granted without infringing the
rights of the Education Department.

THE. COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Surely the Government had fairly and
even liberally treated the Subiaco, muni-
cipality, and could not give them more
land without seriously impairing the
school playground, interfering with in-
gress to and egress from the boys' school,
restricting access to the playground to a
narrow lane between the fence it was

Beservm Bill.[ASSEMBLY.]
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proposed to erect and the present fence,
and rendering difficult the supervision by
teachers. After giving a short remA
of the negotiations, he would leave the
question to the good sense of the House.
In April, 1901, the agitation for acquiring
this land for Subiaco was started, and
the then Minister of Education (Rlon. G.
Randell) received a deputation. On the
12th March, 1902, the Inspector General
of Schools saw the member for Subiaco
and the town clerk, and arrived at an
agreement of such a nature that the
fence put up would meet the wishes of
both sides. The deputation next waited
upon the then Minister for Education
(Mr. Tllingworth), who promised to give
them a strip of 1 to 1-t chains, the
deputation having asked for two chains.
There was a subsequent conference with
the Inspector General;, the, deputation ex-
plained that they wanted an additional
hale chain for a nursery ground;i and the
Inspector recommended to the Minister
that this area be given in the form
of a triangle instead of a rectangle, to
permit of supervision of the playground
by the teachers. To this the Minister
agreed, thereby giving them the two
chains asked for, though not in the shape
desired. With this grant the deputation
declared themselves satisfied, and thanked
the Minister. In the circumstances, the
last request of the municipality seemed
like a breach of agreement, though the
hon. member representing Subiaco, of
which he was the mayor (Mr. Daglish),
was not to blame for doing his best. The
Government could not lose sight of the
requirements of the Education Depart-
ment; therefore Subiaco should not ob-
tain this extra land,. notwith standing the
admirable use made of the 'ground
previously granted.

Mna. DAGLISH: The Minister was in
error in regard to the original application
for land, which was net for two but for
three chains, the full length of the
gardens. The municipality understood
this had been informally promised over
12 mouths ago by the Treasurer; but
later the council were told they would
have to be satisfied with one and a half
or two chains. That would have been
satisfactory;, but subsequently they found
they were to get much less-a triangular
strip running from zero up to about two
chains-vastly different from a grant of

two chains or even one and a half. The
result had been considerably to injure
the symmetry of the gardens. There had
been no liberality to the municipality,
which did not want the land for muni-
cipal purposes, nor to improve it for local
needs only,, but to provide a resort for
visitors also the gardens being used as
much by visitors from Perth as by local
people. There was no more liberality in
allowing the municipality to make the
gardens than in the Government making
gardens for the municipality of Perth
within the Perth boundaries. The Gov-
ernment had allowed Subiaco to spend
its funds in providing a resort for the
public, instead of the Govermnent spend-
ing the money as in other places. The
gardens were kept up at the expense of
the ratepayers for the good of the general
public. His children attended the school,
and he would not ask the department to
g-ive up anything which would interfere
with thr. school's efficiency Yesterday
he had visited the ground with the
Inspector General, and the alleged diffi-
culty of supervision was purely imfaginary.
At present the teachers had to go to the
playground to supervise; and this they
could do after the proposed alteration,
though the supervision must be exercised
from another spot. He moved that the
words " one rood and four perches " be
inserted after " acre,' in line 2.

TH~e COLONIAL SECRETARY:
From a shorthand report of the first
deputation it appeared that the then
Mayor of Subiaco (Mr. Bastow) pointed
out that the ground was too small for the
gardens, but could he enlarged by adding
about two chains from the school play-
ground, and that the Education Depart-
ment could take in the block at the other
side of the ground to recoup the loss.
The then Colonial Secretary said the
arguments of the Inspector General had
convinced him that the taking of the
ground fromn the school would not be
justifiable, and that there was a strong
feeling to that effect among the Subiaco
residents, but that if by doing so he
could still retain a sufficient area for the
playground, or obtain land on the other
side as suggested, he would be willing to
assist the council. Substantially that
was done; and in April, 1902, a letter
was written to the Subiaco council defi-
nitely setting forth the position, and

in CowtTaitiee.
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stating, inter 'diu, that "this is the
final decision of the Minister, and uo
more land can be given to your council."
In answer to that letter, on the 21st
April, 1902, the town clerk of Subiaco
wrote to the Inspector General of Schools
conveying the thanks of the council for
the grant of land to the municipal
council. If this final decision was to be
upset, no end would be reached. The
municipality of Subiaco had expressed
themselves as sa-tisfied with the grant
that had been made.

Mn. TAYLOR: Would the amend-
ment mean that the municipal council of
Subiaco would take portion of the piece
of land now used as a playground by the
children attending the Subiaco school I,
If so be would vote against the ameud-
meat, because the ground could not he
takren away without interfering with the
playground, which was of more utility
than a garden set apart for playing howls
in. If the Committee granted this portion
of land to the Subiaco municipal council,
we would be taking away the best
portion of the children's playground.
The children would have to play on the
side of a saudhill, because the laud pro-
posed to be taken away was the only flat
portion of the playground. The children
would also be forced to go through a
narrow passage, like a drafting yard. to
reach the playground.

MR. NANSON: Judging from the
remarks of the member for Mt. Margaret,
there was some misconception of what
was intended to be done. So far as he
had been able to gather only a compara-
tively small portion of the playground
was to be taken away. It was now
nothing but a sandy waste, not suitable
for a playground until gravel was laid
down. If the ground was given to the
Subiaco miunicipality and converted, as
the adjoining ground had been, into a
garden, it would be equally open to the
children. Subiaco had a very small
garden, but it was an object-lesson to
every municipality in the State. They had
made good use of the ground which had
been given them, and there was an
abundance of Government ground quite
close to the school. It would be no
hardship to the children to have this
piece of ground taken away, and if there
was not enough left a portion of the
reserve which was dlose to the school

I could be added to the playground. The
Subiaco municipality had turned the
ground which had ben granted to them
into a garden not for any section of the
people, and it was more used by the
children than the playving ground attached
to the echool1. If the Minister did not
pay so much attention to the head of
his departmient he could find a way out
of the difficulty. No objection could be
raised on the score that a smiall entrance
would be mnade to the playground.

Mai. WALLACE: The playground
was a barren sandy patch on which
children could not play with any degree
of pleasure. If the ground was taken
from the Education Department it would
still be available to the children, -and
would be more use fulI from a healIth point
of view. As there was plenty of other
ground which could be given to the
school for a playground, there would be
no hardship in taking the small portion
required away. The children of Subiaco
would benefit more if the ground was
placed in the binds of thp Subiaco

Imunicipality than if left in the hands of
the Education Department. The Subiaco
municipality were desirous Of imuproving
the centre, and they should be encouraged
ini their work. Because Subiaco did not
years ago ask for acres of land like Perth
did, they should not be deprived of a
small piece of laud now. The Subiaco
municipal garden was centrally situated
and beautifully kept, and he hoped the
extension would be granted, for if it
retuained under the Education Depart-
ment it would be a sandpatch for many
years to come.

Mit. TAYLOR: It was not the desire
of the Education Department to leave
the school playground as a sandy patch.
Up to the present time not a penny had

uenspent on that ground.
THiE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Not On

the portion asked for, but a6round the
school building money had been spent
and the improvement was gradually being
extended year by year.

MR. TAYLOR: On the piece of
ground asked for the children could not
play cricket or football. The land should
not be taken away but should be left as
a playground. He hoped the Govern.

imernt would spend more money to make
the school playground more attractive
for the children and more suitable to

ill oommitted,
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play in. The school ground at Subiaco
was a disgrace to the Government and to
Parliament. What the municipality bad
done could be carried out by the Govern-
ment in the playvground. He would feel
inclined to vote for a. motion to annex
the municipal gardens at Subiaco and
set them aside as a children's playground,
an.d not have gardens set apart, for people
to play bowls in.

Mn&. JACOBY: If the extra ground
was granted to the municipality of
Subiaco, would the municipal1ity at any
time be able to devote the land to any
other use than garden purposes? If it
were a case of the ground becoming
exceedingly valuable, could the munici-
pality sell that ground and perhaps erect
a building on this particular ground, or
was the reserve granted in such ainanner
that it must be kept as a garden ?

THfE COLONIAL SECRETARY: BJy
the wording of the Bill, if the land were
added to Reserve 5694 it would be
dedicated, as Reserve .5694 already was,
to the purpose of public gardens, and he
thought this dedication would debar the
municipality from putting it to any other
use. At the sam-e time, as he had already
pointed out, he thought that the in-
convenience that would be caused to the
Education Department would bie too
great for him, and he should say for the
House, to grant the request made by the
member for Subiaco (Mr. Daglish).
With regard to the gravelling of the
playground, which had been alluded to
by the member for Mount Margaret (Mr.
Taylor), as quickly as money could be
found for that purpose it was being done.
Throughout the State a considerable sum
was spent every year in the improvement
of playgrounds. Were we to start to
improve every play.)ground in the Stats, it
would take such a tremendous sum of
money that members would stand aghast
when the Estimates were brought before
them. One of the greatest wishes he
could possibly have would be to see
children indulging in all sorts of healthy
exercises upon playgrounds. He scarcely
thought the contention put forward by
the member for the Murchison (Mr. Nan-
son) had much to recommend it to the
Committee. 'He hoped the Committee
would support him in the view he was
takinir, and which he must say he was
sorry he had to take. He regretted he

could not see his way to recommend that
this ground should be given to the
municiplity of Subiaco, because he was
one of the first to admit that they had
wrade the best possible use of the ground
they already had. Still, the inconvenience
which would be caused to the Education
Department would be too great for him
to recommnd that this should be done.

Mu. DAGLISH: The member for
Mount Margaret (Mr. Taylor) was wrong
when he said that this would interfere in
any way with the children's playground.
There was no interference with the foot-

*ball ground or the cricket ground. It
was all a, question of departmental con-
venienc-e, and nothing else. The hon.

*member implied that the ground was
wanted for bowling-green purposes. That
was incorrect. The bowling green would
b e closed in about four muonths, and it

jwas not to be used again for that pur-
pose. This additional piece of ground,
if obtained, would be used solely for

1garden purposes in the true meaning of
Ithe word. There was no desire to use it
for any other purpose. He should be the
first to resist any alienation oif Crown
lauds in the interests of the municipality
for anything but pithlic purposes. The
ground would lie useful to children and
women. The place was resorted to by

ichildren during lunch time, and they had
far more quiet enjoymuent there than in
the playground. He thought that the
girls mostly resorted to the garden in the

Ilunch hour, and the boys had in another
place ample room to disport themselves
iD cricket and football.

Amendment put., and a division taken
with the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

10
15

Majority against ... 5
Mn E. NOES.

Mr. tDaglish 31r, Bath
Mr. Diamond Dir. Butcher
Alr. Fqulkes Dir. Glardiner
.%r. Hastie Mr. Greory
Mr. Hopkins M~r. Holmian
Mr. Jacoby r KiapmiU
Air. NanechMr A MUI.i
Mr. O'Connor Mr. Mlonger
gr. Ileid l]lr. Oats
Mr. Wallmae(Taler). Mr. Qun

M r. Itson
"Ir. stone
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Thomas
Mr. Higham (Toe).

Amendment thus negatived, and the
clause passed.

in oommiitee. 2559
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Preamble, Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment, and

the report adopted.
Bill read a third time, and passed.

RABBiT PEST BILL.
Read a third time and transmitted to

the Legislative Council.

ELECTORAL BILL.
The PREMIER (Hon. Walter James)

moved that the Bill be recommitted for
amendments appearing on the Notice
Paper. Some of these ware consequential,
dealing with the question of electors'
rights, and they all really arose on that.

Question passed, and the Bill recomn-
mitted.

IN COMKITTEE.

MR. ILLflGWVORTII in the Chair.
Clause 20-One adult one vote:-
Tan: PREMIER moved that the clause

be struck out and that the following be
inserted as Clause 19:

No person may at the same time be regis-
tered on more than one Council roll or on
more then one Assembly roll.
This new clause was consequent on the
decision to abol ish plural voting i n respect
of both Houses.

Amendment passed, and the new clause
inserted.

Part IV.-Electors' rights:
THE PREMTE R moved that Part IV.

(Clauses 21 to 28, inclusive) be struck
out The necessary machinery was pro-
vided by the new clauses on the Notice

=mndment passed, and Clauses 21 to
28, inclusive, struck out.

Clause 32 -A rrangement:
Tux PREMIER moved that after
rolls," line 1, there be inserted "the

municipal and road board rolls." This
amendmnent did not continue or perpetuate
the present system of making up rolls
from municipal or road board rols, but
merely enabled the registrar to make the
new electoral roll as complete as possible
by means of the information contained in
these other rolls.

MR. HASTLE: Was the registrar to
be empowered to use municipal and roads
hoard rolls in making up the first electoral
roll only ?

THE PannxxI: Whenever a new elec-
toral roll was to be prepared.

Mn. RIASTIE - Experience had shown
that the municipal and roads board rolls
were absolutely unreliable, and if they
were used in the preparation of the elec-
toral roll, the result would be highly
unsatisfactory.

THE PREMIER: The registrar would
not copy, the municipal and roads board
rolls any more than he now copied the
census returns, but would merely avail
himself of those rolls in order to sup pie-
ment information otherwise at his dis-
posal.

Ma. HAsTIE: Could not the same end
be attained without this clau-tse ?

THE PREMIER: No. In view of the
widened franchise for the Legislative
Council, those possessing the qualifica-
tion under this Bill would in many cases
not be on the present Council roll, which
therefore was quite inadequate as a basis
for the preparation of the new Council
roll under this Bill. In the past, trouble
had arisen from the circumstance that
the registrar was bound to accept the
municipal and roads board rolls as sent in.

Ma. HASTIE: That would not be so
under this clause?

THEF PREMIER: No.
Amendment passed, and the words

inserted.
New clause-Names of Council. electors

to be registered on one roll only:
THiE PREMIER moved tha the fol-

lowing be added, to stand as Clause 34:-

(i.) Notice, in the Form C in the Second
Schedule, shall be given by the Inspector of
Parliamentary Rolls to every elector whose
name appears on the rolls of two or wore
provinces, requiring the elector to choose the
province for which he is to be registered.

(2.) In default of a choice being made by
the elector, and communicated to the Inspector
of Parliamentary Rolls within the time stated
in the notice, the Inspector of Parliamentary
Rolls shall strike out the name of the elector
from every roll, except one to be stated in the

Inotice.

On the preparation of new rolls various
Ipersons would be found to have a vote
for more provinces than one, 'whilst the
House had decided that no person should

ivote for more than one province. The
question then arose in what province a
person entitled to registration in more
than one province should register. AE
the result of discussion it was agreed

Ithat such a person should be allowed a
Ichoice, but if no choice were made some
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means of settling the question must be
provided. Accordingly, under this clause
the registrar on finding an elector qualified
for two or more provinces would send him
a notice inquiring for which province the
elector desired to vote, and stating that in
default of the elector Specifying, he would
be placed on the roll for a particular
province named.

Mu. HASTIE:- In some cases the
registrar might not detect the fact that an
elector was on the roll of more than one
province. Did the measure provide any
penalty for the casting of two or more
votes P The Federal Electoral Act pro-
vided a penalty.

Mn. ATKINS: Was not the better
course to impose a penalty on the registrar
for neglect in allowing a person to have a
vote for more than one province?

THn PREMIER:- The mnatter would
be considered,

Question passed, and the clause added
to the Dill.

New Clauses:
TnuF PREMIER moved that the

following be added to the Bill

PAaT VI.
Addtions of Mete Names.

37. New names may be added to rolls pur-
suant to (a) Claims; or (b) Applications to
transfer,

Formes of ctaims.
38. Claims may be in the Form. P or E in

the Second Schedule, and shall be signed by
the claimant, and shall. be sent to the registrar
of the province or district in which the
claimant desires to vote.

Registration of Mlis
39. If the claim is in order, the registrar

shall1, pnrsuant to claim, imimediately cater the
cla~imasnt's name, and the particulars relating
to him, on the roll, and shall file the claim.
The machinery clauses relative to electors'
rights having been struck out, these new
clauses were designed to take their place.

Ma. HASTIE,: The clauses were similar
to those struck out of the Bill P

THn: PR EMIER:. Yes ;except that, no
mention was made of electors' rights.

Mut. HOLMAN.- Did the new clause
numbered 89 entitle a person to vote so
soon as his namie had been placed on the
r-oll?

THE PanmErx: Yes.
Question passed, and the new clauses

added to the Bill.
Clause 44-Right to transfer:

THEs PREMIER moved that the follow.
ing be inserted as Suboclause 1

Any elector whose Dame ison the roll for
ay province, and who possesses another
sufficient qualification in another province or
in another division of the same province, may
transfer his name to the division of the roll to
which such other qualification relates.

MnR. HAsTIE:- Until bow long before
an election might names be transferred P

THE PREMIER: Up to the time of
the issue of writs, in the same way as in
connection with the Lower House.

MR. TAYLOR: An elector might transfer
his vote, but would be entitled to vote
only once P

Tnt PREMIER: Yes.
Question passed, and the subclause

inserted.
Bill reported with farther amendments,

and the report adopted.
THIRD HEADING,

Bill read a third time, and transmitted
to the Legislative Council.

LEONORA TRAMWAY BILL.
Read a third time, and transmitted to

the Legislative Council.

At 4 o'clock, business suspended 15
minutes.

COOLGARDIE GOLDFIELDS WATER
SUPPLY BILL.

SECOND READING (MOVED).

TnE MINISTER FORl WORKS (Hon.
C. H. Rason):_ In rising to move the
seconid reading of this Bill, perhaps the
House will approve, seeing so great a
time apparently has passed Since the
scheme was initiated, and there have
been so many changes iuside the House
and outside of it, if I attempt, before
endeavouring to describe the details of
the Bill itself, to give a history of the
Ceolgardie Water Scheme from its incep-
tion to the present time. The subject is
too vast to be condensed into a few words,
but I shall endeavour to be as brief as
possible, and I hope the Rouse will be
patient with -me if my discourse prove
ufortunately too wearisome, because, the

subject is not one which lends itself easily
to the display of Oratorical powers, even
if I were capable of it. In the summer
of 1898 and 1894, the rainfall. upon the
Eastern Gloldfields had been so very
scanty, and there had been such a rush
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of people to these fields in consequence of
their marvellous progress and their great
wealth, that there was developed a dire
need for a. water supply. The necessity
bad been accentuated by the extension of
the railway system to the fields, and it
may safely be said it was only with the
most energetic measures on the part of
the then Government, coupled by the
expenditure of a very large sum of public
money upon what were more or less
temporary alleviating measures, that a,
very great calamity was avoided. It is
somewhat hard to realise now that this
great scarcity of water could have ever
existed on the fields; but those amongst
us who knew the fields in the early days
remember that even in Coolgardie itself,
a long time after that place had begun
to wear the appearance of a prosperous
goldfields town, it was by no means
an uncommon occurrence to pay up to
2s, 6d. a gallon for water for drinking
purposes, water hastily condensed and
still warm; and I am told-it is hear-
say of course-that hotelkeepers were
wont to more jealously guard the manner
in which the customer helped himself
to the water than to the whisky bottle;
and in regard to water for bathing p)ur-
poses, out of respect to the feelings of
many prominent citizens I will draw the
veil. Tb is necessity for procuring an
adequate and permanent water supply had
forced itself so strongly upon the atten-
tion of the Government that during the
latter part of the year 1894 and the early
part of 1895 the Government were consid-
ering very earnestly how that supply
could best be brought about. The first
idea of pumping water to the fields seems,
so far as I have been able to ascertain, to
haveoriginiated with acontractor, Mr.John
Maher. In September, 1894, Mr. John
Mraher applied to the Minister for Mines
for a water-right. to take water from the
tributaries of the Avon at Northam ; to
erect reservoirs there, and pump the water
thence to Coolgardie, a distance of 290
miles. The matter was referred to the
Government, who were advised that a
private Bill would be necessary, and Mr.
Maher was informed thait if such a.
measure was introduced into Parliament,
and the Government approved of its
terms, they would endeavour to assist its
passage through the Legislature. Nothing
more however was heard of the matter.

MR. MORAN:- The Bill was drafted
and submitted, but the Government were
not favourable.

Ta MINISTER FOR WORKS;
Various other proposals were brought up
from time to time and considered: they
were mostly for condensing on a large
scale on the salt lakes situated in different
parts of the fields. These schemes for
condensing on a large scale, as a, permanent
solution of the difficulty, were abandoned
for many reasons, namely the compara-
tively high coat of providing fresh water
from water so very saline in chbaracter as
that existing on th goldfields even with
the most modern appliances, the consider-
able difficulty aud expense that would be
experienced in obtaining an adequate and
certain supply of even salt water, and also
to some extent the possibility of the fuel
necessary for condensing operations be-
comiing scarzcein thleimmediate future. In
December, 1894, Mr. Jobson, then an
employee of the Government in charge of
the water supply on the Eastern Gold-
fields, reported on the necessity of pro-
viding an adequate supply for the fuature,
unless condensing operations on the gold-
fields were conducted on at large scale so
as to render the fields independent of the
provision already made by means of
tanks, and independent, consequently, on
the rainfall which up to this period had
proved. to be very uncertain. And here
I may be allowed to remark that the 24
tanks erected on the Eastern Goldfields
cost in construction £255,555. These
tanks contained on the 3st October last
24,270,666 gallons of water. Mr. Jobson.
stated that he had heard it might be
possible to find suitable sites for the con-
struction of reservoirs in the Esperauce
flay district, or Fanny's Cove coun try,
where he understood the rainfall was
from 24 inches to 25 inches per annnm.
His suggestion was to construct reservoirs
there and pump the water thence to Cool-
gatrdie; and the one reason for his advo-
cating this locality was that even should
a supply of fresh water fail, it would be
possible to pumip sea-water to Coolgardie
in order to keep the mines going, or
possibly to undertake condensing opera-
tions on the coast on a large scale, and
primp the condensed water to the fields.
This proposal was not taken. up b 'Y the
Government, and the subject seems to
have dropped for a, time,altliough through
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the medium of the Press the question of
the water supply on the fields continued
to agitate the minds of the public. It
was in the middle of the year 1895 that
Sir john Forrest, and in a smaller
weasure the then Director of Works, Mr.
Venn, seriously turned their attention to
a. water supply for the goldfields. The
Engineer-in-Chief, Mr. C. Y7. O'Connor,
was asked to submit proposals for the
supply of a large quantity of fresh water
to Coolgardie; and, after consideration, it
was, decided to prepare a scheme for
pumping water from reservoirs to be
placed at sites selected in the Darling
Ranges, and the immediate collection of
the necessary data was put in hand. In
October of the same year the Mines
Department was approached with a view
to ascertaining the p robable quantity of
water that would be used by the mines,
but no satisfactory information was
forthcoming then. Accordingly the late
Enginieer-in-Chief set to work to prepare
alternative proposals with estimates for a
daily supply of varying quantities from
10,000,000 to 1 ,000,000 gallons. After
,sonic preliminary calca~tions had been
made, and the Agent General communi-
cated withi by cable concerning the
probable cost per horse-power of pumps
and other details, a preliminary section
of the railway line fromn Guildford to
Coolgardie was ordered to be prepared,
as a basis on which to determine what
would be required for pipes and pumping
power. In December, 1895, instructions
were given for the examination of the
various available catchmnent areas in
proximity to the railway line between
Guilford and York. Simultaneously,
information was being collected and cal-
culations were made regarding the cost of
different kinds of pipes, machinery, and
other engineering details necessary for
the production of a complete scheme,
together with the heights of prominent
hills contiguous to the railway line.
Alternative preliminary estimate~s were
then prepared by the late Engineer-in-
Chief, as before mentioned, on the basis
of the supply of various quantities of
water, and also on the basis of cast-iron
pipes and steel pipes of varying diameters;
with the result that out of 31 proposals
and estimates prepared, three were
selected as being, all things considered..
the best; and finally of these three, the one

to supply 5,000,000 gallons per day
through a steel pipe 30 inches iou diameter
was selected to form the basis of the
scheme. There has been so much com-
ment upon the question of the site
of the Helena Reservoir, its cost and
capabilities, that I -may here give a
few facts as to the site selected.
The wisdom of the choice of site of
Helena Reservoir is evidenced from the
fact that notwithstanding the difficulties
as regards foundations, the cost of the
reservoir (including all accessories such
as railway, outlet works, etc.) per thou-
sand gallons of available. storage capacity,
is only one half the cost of the Va~n
Tean Reservoir from wh ich the Melbourne
Water Supply is drawn, taken on the
same basis. Putting the matter in
another way, it may be stated that after
allowing for evaporation, the available
storage pacity of the Tan Yean Reser-
voi- is approximately the same as that of
the Mundaring Reservoir; and that while
the cost of the latter (exclusive of rail-
way, river training works, and so forth)
can be taken as. .200,006 in round
numbers, the cost of the Tan Tean on a
similar basis is £800,000; and moreover
£250,000 have been spent on leading-in
and catchwater drains and for accessory
works, in order to increase the inflow
into and the usefulness of the Tan Tean
Reservoir, thus making its total cost
X550,000, while the -whole cost of the
Helena Reservoir and all works acces-
sory thereto (including the railway)
can be put approximately at £235,000.
During the early part of the year 1896
exhaustive examinations were being made
of the various watersheds and streams on
the Darling Ranges that were within a
moderate distance of the goldields rail-
Way line, and certain of the sites were
surveyed. A site near Greenmount offered
by Mr. Hedges was first examined, but
was not considered suitable. In all, soein
17 valleys -were examined, with the result
that it was considered the Helena Valley
offered the best site and catcbment on
which to base the estimate. From this
preliminary examination, after subsequent
examination anid verification of the figures
had been made, the site of the present
Helena, Reservoir was selected for the
supply for the scheme. In April, 1896,
Mr. W. Wilson submitted a scheme to
the Government for the supply of the
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goldifields with water from a catchment
about 60 miles north of Menzies. Mr.
Wilson proposed to bring in a. private
Bill to enable this to be done; but the
matter was not pursued. In the Queen's
Speech at the opening of the session of
Parliament on July 7th, 1896, the Govern-
ment scheme was first officially mentioned,
when it was stated that a proposal would
be placed before Parliament to supply
water by pumnping to the summit of Mt..
Burges, near Coolgardie, from reservoirs
in the Darling Ranges3, at an estimated
cost of X2,600,000 for 6,000,000 gallons
per diem. On the 17th July, 1896, the
general report by the Engineer-in-Chief
was completed, and was presented to
Parliament on the introduction of a Bill
for authorising the raising of a loan of
£22,500,000 for the scheme, that being the
sum which Mr. O'Connor estimated would
be required to complete the work. The Bill
was introduced by SirJohn Forrest, and Onl
the second reading (21st July) at long
debate ensued; the second reaing being
carried on the 5th August. A joint select
committee of both Houses was proposed
by Mr. Charles Harper on the 6th
August, but after being debated the pro-
posal was negatived. The Bill then went
into Committee of the House on the
same day, and passed; passing also the
third reading on the 12th August, 1896.
The Bill then went to the Legislative
Council, the first reading being taken on
the 12th August; and on the 13th the
second reading was moved by Mr. (now
Sir Edward) Wittenoom, and after a long
debate the Bill was read a second time on
the 2nd September. On the 3rd Septem-
ber a. select committee was proposed by
the lion. B. G. Bu rges; hut the proposal
was again negatived, and the Bill passed
through Committee of the House, being
also read a third time on the same day.
On the Loan Estimates for 1896-7 a sumn
of £290,000, exclusive of departmental
charges, was provided; buot as the work
in connection with the proposed scheme
was chiefly in departmental work, the
only money that was actually spent for
construction purposes from the vote was;
some few pounds from the allocation for
reservoirs. Early in August, 1896, in
connection with some statements that had
been made in Parliament throwing doubt
on the quantity of water that would be
required by the goldfields, Messrs. Bafi-

bridge, Seymour, & Co. wrote offering t(
take 5,000,000 gallons, per day at 3a. 6d
per 1,000 for 20 years, provided the Gov,
erment would not compete with them it
price. During the whole of this year pro.
luminary inves tigations were being push&
forward as quickly as possible, surveyE
of the reservoir site at Mundaring wev
put in hand, and a survey for a railwa3
to connect the weir with the Easterr
Railway wats also started. Ina add itior
to this, more detailed surveys of the pro.
posed pipe-line were commenced ia ordei
that planis might be prepared for submnis
sion to and consideration of a Commis
sion of Engineers in England that it wai
proposed should be appointed, in accord
ance with paragraph 56 of the Engineer
in-Chief's report that had been placei
before Parliament. For the same pur.
pose, fu-ll details as to the various kinds o
pipes that had been suggested wenE
obtained, and al so all possible inaformatici
that could be of any use to the Commis
sion to generally determine the details ov
the scheme. It was, also decided that th(
lEngineer-in-Chief should, if possible
proceed to England at an early date tc
confer with the Commission in regard t(
the genera] details of the work, and to bE
able to give them advice on any loc&'
questions that mnight. arise. In December
1896, a, cablegram was received from thE
Agent General stating that he proposed
with the sanction of the Government, t(
appoint Mr. Carruthers, the Consulting
Engineer for the Colony, , together witl
Professor Unwin (a great authority or
transmission of power), and Mr. G. F
Deakin, the engineer of the Livcrpoo]
Water Supply, as a committee to con.
sider the Coolgardie Water Supply, witt
authority to appoint another coniiissionet
if necessary. On the 31st December,
1896, the Government signified by
cable its approval of these appointments.
On January 22nd, 1897, after all pre-
liminary investigations had been comn-
pleted, the Engineer-in-Chief left Western
Australia for London, arriving there on the
25th February. Mr. O'Connor was con-
stantly present at the deliberations of the
Commission, and with them visited many
manufacaturinig centres and industries in
connection with appliances, materials, and
machinery that might be required for
the carrying-out of the great project.
Amongst other places visited were Messrs.
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lames Simpson and Co.'s pumiping-engine
factory in London, Messrs. fiWFarlane
and Strang's pipe works, the Steel Com-
pany of Scotland's Iron and Steel Works
at Glasgow, Messrs. Stewart and Clydes-
dale's pipe works at Ooatbridgc, Sir
William Armstrong's works at Elswick,
the Ooasett Iron Works, Bolebow,
Vaughan, and Co.'s steel works at New-
castle; besides these, the works of Ibbot-
son Bros., the works of Vickers and
Sons, the works of Steel, Peach, and
Tozer, the works of Howell and Co., the
works of Owen and Dyson at Sheffield,
the works of Kidsca and Co., and Hat-
horn. Davey, and Co. at Leeds were also
inspected. So that although it has been.
the practice, f am. afraid, during the last
few years of this scheme to sa 'Y that the
subject wvas never thoroughly gone into
on its inception, I think it wvill. be seen
from the Personnel of the C ommission
of Experts in London, and the trouble
they took iii the preliminary stage even,
that the in vestigation was thorough from
the start. W~ith other members of
the Commission Mr. O'Connor also pro-
ceeded to Paris to inspect some patent
steel and cemnent (11sidero-cemnent ")
pipes built by M4. Jean Bordenave, that
are largely used in Paris for sewerage
work, andi had been suggested for the
Coolgardie pipe line. On August 3rd
the Commission presented its interim
report, and a few days later (namely
August 14th) Mr. O'Connor left England
on his return journey to Western Aus-
tralia, visiting Messrs. Krnpp's steel
works at Essen and Magdeburg (Ger-
many), together with other works on his
journey across the Continent. He ar-
rived in Perth on September 17th, 1897.
In April, .1897, while the Engineer-int-
Chief was in England, a firm of French
contractors, Messrs. C. H. Vezin and
Sons, oif Paris, submitted an offer to
do the work by contract for consider-
ably under the colonial estimate. It
has been urged that the State would
have done well to have accepted that
offer. T propose t') show to the House
that had the offer been accepted, it is
quite possible the contractors might
easily have made a profit of something
like £100,000 out of it. The price of
£92,230,000 was for pipes ranging from
26 mid 28 to .30 inches in diameter.
What I wish the House to keep in

mind is tha-t the price of £2,230,000
was for pipes ranging in size from 26 to
30 inches. Those pipes it was thou ght
would nest on the road and save a great
deal of freight. But we have put into
this scheme pipes of 80.inch diameter all
through; a-nd if we add £230,000 for the
difference in size of pipes and £170,000
for the distributing mainms, which is the
awni s hown in th e o riginal scheme, addinag
also £1560,000 for difference in the pumps
wc have provided, and difference in depth
of the weir, remembering also that we
put in pumps of a higher power than
they proposed to put into the scheme, we
shall get a total of £22,780,000. For
£2285,000, only £70,000 more, we
shall, I hope, and indeed I am con.
fident, be able to complete the scheme,
including the reticulation of Coolgardie,
Kalgoorlie, and Boulder. Al ter the
return of the Engineer-in-Chief from
England the work was slowed down,
as it was understood that, owing to
the large expenditure of loan moneys
gvenerally on works then in band, and as
some difficulty had been experienced in
placing loans on the English market, it
was not considered advisable to press on
too quickly with the Coolgardie Water
Scheme. Had it been desired to press
on with the work, it would have been
possible to let a con tract for pipes in
England in August of 1897. Reference
was made to this in the session of Parlia.
ment of October, 3897, in the Queen's
Speech, paragraph 8, in whichi the follow-
ing occurred:

My Ministers regret that owing to the large
works already in progress from loan funds
which it is impossible to interfere with, some
little delay most occur before this great work
(the Coolgardie Water Scheme) can be under-
taken; but while regretting the necessity for

Iso great an expenditure an this work, they
are more than ever convinced that no other
means are availble for providing a certain,
cheap, and. good supply of fresh water to the
Coolgardie Goldfields.

Owing to the work not being then pushed
forward with energy, and perhaps owing
to the fact that it had become known that
there was some tightness in the money
market, the scheme generally became the
subject of considerable criticism in the
Press, and an offer to carry out the work
by contract for the sum of £2,231,500
was submnitted by 54. Bargigli on behalf
of a Paris syndicate (M4. Vezin and others
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before mentioned), payment to be made
in Treasury bonds. The Government
did not see their way at the time to let
the work by contract, as it bad been
decided that the works generally should
he done departmentally. 1. maky he ex-
cused if I am consulting notes more than
is my usual custom; but the House will
understand that the history of this work
is principally made up of details and
figures, and one could hardly commit to
miemory all those estimates. The history
I am endeavon ring to give you would be
valueless unless reliable in every' par-
ticular, The offer of M, Bargigli wits
again renewed in March, 1898, and in
May, 1898, M. Bargigli was informed
by the Premier that the Government
were not prepared to accept his offer, as
they intended to proceed with the work
forthwith themselves; and that besides
this, it would not be possible for the
Government to enter into treaty with any
private individual for the carrying out of
so large a work of this kind except with
the special approval of Parliament. There-
upon from. this timne onward up to the
time Parliament met in June, 1898, 1
regret to say that It. Bargigli carried on
in the newspapers his criticisms of the
scheme, bothi as to the design, estimates,
and personal qualifications and capabilities
of the Engineer-in-Chief (Mr. O'Connor).
Finally, on the 16th July, in the Assembly
a. motion was carried by Mr. Quinlan,
that copies of all the proposals and offers
mnade to the Gloveranment relating to the
construction of the Coolgardie Goldfields
Water Supply since 1st October, 1897, and
all the Government estimates and reports
relating to such water supply, should be
lA on the table of the House;i which
was complied with. On the 13th Jul~y
the Premier, in answer to sundry questions
by Mr. Moran, 9tated that the work would
he vigorously carried on, and that the
Government were not in favour of the
construction of the work by private
enterprise. Again on the 26th July the
late Mr. Leako brought forward a motion
to the effect that proposals should be
invited f romn responsible persons to convey
waterto the Eastern Goldfields and dispose
of same, subject to the designs that had
been prepared being adopted and the work
being done under the supervision and
approval of the Government engineers,
the Government to themse-es construct

the Helena Reservoir. A long debate
ensued, but the inotion -was negatived on
the following day. Early in 1898 the
final report of the English Commission
was received, and in January of that year
the Government gave instiructions for
tenders to be called for the supply of
pipes. In accordance therewith, a cabe-
gramn to the Agent General was prepared
and despatched on the 22nd January,
autborising him to call for tenders for
.330 miles of pipe main, the siz~e and
specification of pipes to be as re-
commended by the English Coummis-
sion; the pipes to be delivered to the
Government stacked at Midland Junction,
the contractors to have the option of
either making the pipe in the State or
importing them ready-made. Instruc-
tions were given that the tenders were to
be advertised widely, and three months
to be given for tendering; also Liberty
wats to be given to contractors to tender
for other types of pipes., Following on
this cable a confirming indent was also
sent home. Following this cable and thle
confirming indent, a considerable amount
of correspondence both by cablegram and
letter ensued with the Agent General and
the Consulting Engineer in London re-
garding the details of the pipes. On the
26th February time Government cabled to
the Agent General, stating that it had
been decided to call tenders for the pipes
by advertising simultaneously in Weal ern
Australia and England, and asked for the
specifications to be sent out to Western
Australia for the purpose of being exhi-
bited here. Tn due course, drafts of the
specifications for pipes were received ini
the colony, and after a~ll erations had been
made and various suggestions sent to
England in connection' with the specifica-
tions and conditions, revised copies were
received, and on the 19th May the Agent
General was advised by cable to issue
advertisements, the tenders to be return-
able on the 23rd August. During the
time that the specifications for pipes were
being considered, Mr. Ferguson's patent
locking-bar pipe (which had in a rather
imperfect state been already considered
by the commission of English engineers,
who were always favourably disposed
towards it) was perfected in design and
again brought specially under the notice of
the Engineer-in-Chiief ; and at the end of
Meay the Engineer-in-Chief visited Ade-
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laide, and madean thorough investigation at
Mr. Ferguson's works there of the pipe
in question, the result of his investigation
being communicated to the Consulting
Engineer in England. Simultaneously
with the cable for tenders to he called for

pipes on the 21sat January, 1898, a siilar
cable was sent authorising the Agent
General to call for tenders for pumps,
the power of the pumps to he as recom-
mended by the Oomumissioners, and the
suggestion was wade that as to the
character of the pumps, the specification
should. be for one type, but. with liberty
to the contractors to tender for other
types if theyv thou ght them suitable;
generally, the conditions to be the same
as for the tenders for pipes. Consider-
ahie correspondence likewise ensued on
thisi cablegram regarding the character
of the pumups; but as the details to be
settled in the specifications were much
more complicated than in the case of the
pipes, the actual caLlling for tenders was
more delayed than in the ease of the latter.
During the early part of 1898 not much
actual work was done in the colony in
connection with the scheme; but the
railway line between Mundaring statioin
and the Hfelena WVeir site was corn-
inenced in January and completed in
August, and the excavations for the
foundations of the Helena, Weir were
started in April. Investigations, how-
ever, were being made with regard to the
works generally, the fixing of the various
pumping stations, expansion joints for
pipes, design for weir and collateral
works, and the many contingent details
in connection with the schemne. The
final selection of the route of the
pipe track was also commenced. On
the 23rd August tenders for pipes were
duly received in Perth, and on the
same day a cablegram was received from
the Agent General quoting the tenders
that had been received b y him in London.
The various tenders were then gone care-
fully into by the Engineer-in-Chief, and
on the 3rd September Mr. O'Connor
reported to the Government generally in
reference to the tenders received, that
the lowest tenders received in England
were from Messrs. Buchner, Blagen, &
Co., of Portland, U.S.A., for 246k- miles
of riveted pipes; and from Messrs.
.Piggott & Co. (with Stuart & Menzies),
for 811 miles of welded pipe (for which

tenders had been called), making in all
328 miles- of pipe at a total cost of
£1,255,308. The lowest tenders received
in Perth were- for the riveted pipes as
above mentioned from Messrs. G. & C.
Hoskins of Sydney, and (in lieu of the
welded pipes) for pipes of the locking-
bar type from Mr. Mephan Ferguson,
making a total of £922,694. In view of
Messrs. TRoskins and Ferguson both being
Australian firms, and their tenders to-
gether being lower than others received,
and also as the Engineer-in-Chief con-
sidered it would be advisable to adopt,
for the whole main, pipes of the locking-
bar type, he having in the meantime been
supported in that desire by Mr. Car-
rutbers, that type of ripe being con-
sidered distinctly better than riveted
pipes for the reasons, amongst others,
that there would be less liability to leaks,
that it was stronger for equal weights,
and that the locking-bar created less
friction than rivet heads, he suggested
that Messrs. Hoskins and Ferguson be
asked if possible to coalesce and to sub-
wuit a joint tender for the whole. After
a considerable amount of negotiation,
and a fresh contract being drawn in
the colony on the basis of the one
prepared in England, this coalition
was agreed upon; that is to say.
the Government acquired the patent
rights of Mr. rerguson, with the right
to manufacture the pipes, and ar-
ranged a contract for the supply of
half of the total quantity required with
each of the two firms. Before, however,
the tenders -were rictually accepted, a
notice of motion was tabled by Mr.
Holmes in the Legislative Assembly, and
came on for discussion on the 14th Sep-
tember, that no tenders for the supply of

ppsfor the Coolgardie Water Scheme
shud be accepted without the approval

of the House. During the lengthy de-
bate that ensued thereon, Mr. Morgans
moved an amendment practically to
strike out the whole of the motion and. to
insert-

That it is advisable in the interests of the
colony that the Coolgardie Goldfields Water
Supply Scheme should be proceeded with at
once, ad this House urges the Government to
do all things necessary to expedite the
work.

This amendment was carried, after de-
bate. Mr. Walter Jamies then proposed
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a farther amendment to be added to Mr.
Morgans's amendment as follows -

And to provide that such works. as far as
possible be carried out by day labour employed
on the eight-hours system.

I hope labour members will realise that
there was a, labour champion in this
House even before their advent to it.
This amendment wats, however, lost, and
consequently Mr. Morgans's amendment
became the adopted resolution of the
House. Simultaneously with the debate
on Mr. Holmes's motion, which was con-
linued from. time to time until tbe 22nd
September, Mr. Doherty on the 21st
September moved in the Assembly-

That, in the opinion of this House, it is not
to the best interests of this colony that the
material and water pipes for the Coolgardie
Water Scheme should he imported from foreign
countries, but preference should be given to
British manufacturers.

This was passed after a short debate. On
the 19th October, however, the Premier
made a statement to the House with
reference to this resolution to the effect
that the Government had made represen-
tations to the contractors, but bad not
been able to insert the necessary clause in
the contracts providing for preference
being given to British manufacturers,
without guaranteeing the contractors
against loss in consequence, and this had
not been found practicable. The two
contracts, each for half of the supply of
pipes, were finally signed by the con-
tractors, Messrs. G. & C. Hoskins and
Mr. Mephan Ferguson, on the 18th
October, 1898, the contract price for the
pipes totallng £21,025,124. The supply
of joint rings was also included in the
contracts at a schedule rate of £1 2s. 6d.
each in addition to the price for pipes
aforesaid. The contractors immendiately
set about the ordering of the material,
the construction of the necessary
machinery, and the erection of build-
ings; (by Messrs. Hcoskins at Midland
Junction, and by Mr. Ferguson at
Falkirk, near Bayswater) for the con-
struction of the pipes. I take this op-
portunity of saying that both those con-
tractors have carried out their contract on
the whole and generally to the satisfac-
tion of the Government, and large as that
contract was I am glad to say there has
been. no dispute, and there has been little
if any extra. Comparing the locking-

bar with the riveted pipes, I1 may point
out that the tenders for the locking-bar
pipes were some £C230,000 less than
riveted pipes of the same thickness, and it
was possible, therefore, with the locking-
bar pipe to give an extra -' Hh of an i nch,
and thues insure more econuomical main-
tenance.

MR. MORA&N: The contract fixed up
was a little over the amount of the
tender.

THiE MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
co ntract let for the locliing- bar pi pes was
for the sum of £230,000 less than the
price in England for riveted pipes of the
same thickness. I should like also to
compare the cost of this pipe line, with
similar lines elsewhere, as we have been
accused of all sorts of extravagance,;
and I find from the " Proceedings of the
Institute of Civil Engineers" in London
that the cost of the portion of pipe line
from Thirlmere to Manchester, which is
for pipes 86 iches in diameter, was £0
15s. per lineal yard, including cost of
pipe-laying and jointing, trenching and
covering, also fixing valves and discharge
pipes, but not including the cost of valves,
bridges, wells, and similar special work.
At the rate of £3 15s. per lineal yard,
the cost would be £96,600 per mile;- and
deducting Ith, the cost per mile of 80-
inch pipes on this basis is £6,600. It
may be mentioned, for contrast, that it is
not anticipated even on the farthest
section, namely from Coolgardie to Ral-
goorlie, that the cost per mile of the S0-
inch pipe line, including the neces-
sarily heavy expenditure on railway
carriage, will. amount to this sum.

MR. MoRN K: Yon do not think this
comparison proves anything, without the
nature of the country being known.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: If
it proves nothing more than this, it 1) roves
a pipe line cost £96,600 per mile in England,
and it will cost less than that here after
having to bring the pipes from England,
ad after having to send them by rail

from Fremantle to Coolgardie. Almost
every consideration of that kind is in
favour of Western Australia; but I
s u bmait the figures merely' as being capable
of the construction, at all events, that we
have not been so extravagant as some
people wish to make out. On the 20th
September, 1898, the Goldfields Water
Supply Construction Bill was introduced
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by the Premier in the Legislative Assembly
and read a first time. The Bill passed
the Assembly on the 29th September,and
was read a third time on the 4th October.
The only amendmnent that was made in
Committee of any importance was that
Hay claim for compensation for damal~ge
done in connection with the work, unless
settled by agreement, should be referred to
a court of arbitration .onsisting of a joint
select committee of both Houses of Parlia-
ment. [MR. MORAN -We remember that.]
Another place, in its wisdom, altered that
provision and amended the Bill so that
the clause relating to compensation rend
that three Judges of the Supreme Court,
sitting without a jury, were to assess the
damag-es, in lieu of the joint select coin-
mittee of Parliament previously passed
by the Assembly. In the light of recent
threatened actions, it is interesting to
note that another place was in the habit
of making more or less judicious or
injudicious amendments in Bills even in
those days. I do not ]propose to weary
the 'House with any great detail as to
the pumping machinery, although it
gave more trouble to the Engineer-in-
Chief and the engineers associated with
him, probably, than did the question
of the pipes. Suffice it to say, after a,
great amnount of consideration the tender
of Messrs. James Simpson for Worth.
ington pumps was accepted, and the
delivery of those pumnps was taken in
hand straight away. The contract has
been carried out, I am glad to say, in a
most satisfactory manner, and in a
manner that does the greatest c.redit to
the firm that secured the contract and
their representatives here. During the
year 1899 active operations bad been
pursued at Helena Weir. The excavation
for the dlam was being pushed forward
rapidly, but a very considerable ad.
ditional amount of excavation for the
foundations was found to be necessary
owing to the existence of a fault or rift
in the strata below the bed of the
Helena river, which was discovered soon
after the commencement of the ex-
cavations. This rift was followed down
for some 90 feet below the bed of
the Helena until it narrowed down
to a few inches, and after several
trials had been made by hydraulic
pressure, it was not considered neces-
sary to continue the excavations deeper.

I now pass on until we come to the
question of jointing the pipes. It was
in the middle of 1899 that a firm of
contractors, Messrs. Couston and Finlay-
son, m~jade an offer to supply patent caulk-
ing appliances, which they had invented,
0i do the worlk of caulking by machine
instead of by hand. After consider-
able negotiations had been carried on,
and improvements to the machines made
by the patentees, in April, 1900, Messrs.
Couston and Finlay son made a definite
offer to sell their patent rights of the
machine to the Government, and finally
in August the purchase of the patent
rights was arranged for the sum of
£7,500, ad also for the supply of a
number of caulking machines, together
with the necessary oil engines, etc. it
was not, however, until the middle of
March, 1901, that caulking by means of
the machines was actually started. Early
in 1902 a proposal was made by Messrs.
COuston. and Fiulayson to complete the
work of laying and jointing by contract.
This the Engineer-in-Chief was prepared
to recommend, and as a matter of fact
dlid recommend; but it was considered
that the proposals should be approached
and fully discussed on all sides, and there-
fore I, having junst about that timne
accepted the office of Minister for Works,
submitted the proposals to the Legisla-
tive Assembly on the 22nd January.
The proposals caused at lengthy discus-
sion, and the member for Beverley (Mr.
Harper) moved that the matter be re-
ferred to a select committee. The motion
was carried, and a committee, consisting
of Mr. flaglish, Mr. George, Mr. Nanson,
Mr. Harper and myself, was appointed
on the 3rd February. Owing to the
close approach of the termination of the
sesision, that, committee was unable to
complete its labours; hut on the 17th
February an interim report was pre-
sented. In order that the investigation
should be continued, a Royal Com-
mission was appointed on the 26th
February, consisting of Mr. Harper, Mr.
Nanson, Mr. Daglish, Mr. George Iaefroy,
and Air. W. Atkins. Simultaneously
with the discussion of the caulking
contract in this Chamber, a motion was
moved by the late Mr. Crowder in the
Upper House, that the Government
should call on the Works Department to
concentrate their energies on the com-
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pletiou of the first section of the pipe-
line of the Coolgardie Water Scheme with
a view to providing a test of the working
conditions before thbe prorogation of Par-
liament. In support of his ot'ntentiou.
the late Mr. Crowder made sonic severe
criticisms both on the scheme and on tfle
late Engineer-in-Chief then in charge of
it. The scope of the Royal Commission
was somewhat extended in order that a
thorough inquiry should he made into
the whole undertaking.

Ma. HOPKINS: Whien dlid hie mnove
that ?

Tim MINISTER FOR WORKS: On
the 29th January, 1902.

Ma. Horixa: After a similar motion
had been moved here.

Ta MINISTER FOR WORKS: A
very similar motion was moved by the
member for Boulder (Mr. H1opkinis) in
this House pirto that time; but what I
'wished to dimraw particular attention to
was the criticism in the other Chamber,
criticism which was felt very keenly by
the late Engineer-ini-Chief, and criticism
which, perhaps, had something to do with
the extension of the powers of the Royal
commission.

MR. MoiaN: And the criticism of this
House, too.

THEs MINISTER FOR WORK.S:
There were severe criticisms in this
House also. Here I may be allowed to
say undoubtedly the thanks of the State,
and may own individual thanks as Minister,
are due to that Commission. They went
about their work in a. most thorough and
energetic manner, and the result of their
investigations was of great value, and I
look myself to the very great improve-
mnents that have been effected. in the
working of the scheme as the result of
the labours of that Commission, whom I
again thank for the good work they did.
It has been said that the reconimen-
dAtions of that Commission have. been
disregarded by the Government, or, if
not disregaded, have been overlooked.
II assure the House that is by no mecamis
the case. The Commission certainty djid
recommend that the work or somne por-
tion of the work should be let by contract.
That recommendation was carefully gone
into, but it was found-and I believe
subsequent events have proved-that so
much of the work had already been done
that it was not very practicable to

let the rest of the work by contract; and
I am sure the Rfouse will be glad to hear
that the cost of the work recently has
been so muach reduced that I doubt very
mnuch if cointractors could have dlone it
for less money. A spirit of emulation
has been abroad, and the officers of the
scheme and even the Men employed on
the scheme have been setting about
their work with the determination to do
their best. And the result has been not
only that we have ]iad great progress
made and good work done, but the
danger has been that in the desire to get
over the work quickly, the work mar be
(]oue too quickly and scamiped. I may'
also at this point refer to what is sup-
posed to have been important advice
given almost as a last mnessage by the
late Engineer-in-Chief in regard to this
scheme. Rfe said, " Get a new man,"
and that remark has been construed to
meaii that it became the duty of the
Government to get a highly qualified
hyvdratulic -engine~er from abroad. I Lnow
that to some people far fields are always
green; but I subm it that the proof whether
they are actually verdant or not depends
on close examination; and perhaps, ats I
am not an A ustralian, I may be pardoned
if I say that it strikes me as a peculiar
trait in the character of Australians that
a people who as a rule are not lacking
in confidence, and who as a rule do not
under-estimate their capabilities, when -
ever they want someone to undertake
some really important work

MR. MORAN: Such as a Judge
Tu MINISTER FOR WORKS: I

inace no exception -they go abroad.
Mn. HOPKNwS:- Following the advice

of their fatthers.
TuE MINISTER FOR WORKS:

What would have ha~ppened, assuming
that the late Engineer-in-Chief's remark
is accurately interpreted-and I by no
means entirely agree with the interpre-
tation-even if it meant we should get an
absolutely new man to take charge of the
work, if his advice had been adopted
what would have followed? To have
obtained the services of a h ighly qualified
hydraulic engineer would have taken a
considerable amount of time, and would
have cost a considerable amount of
money. What was to be done in the
meantime?' Were the works to be
brought to a standstill, or was someone
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in the service to be allowed to continue
the construction for some months at their
most critical timie and then hand. over to
some other engineerY Surely if some-
one in the service could be found to
carry on the work at that critical period,
the same person could lie trusted with
the completion of the scheme. Besides,
niore important even than this, to my
mind is the fact that as there is a. great
deal of human nature about all1 Pro-
fessional mien, so there is a ver 'y great
amrount of hiunan nature about engineers;
and if we had obtained the services
of a strange, highily-qualified liydratic
engineer to take charge of this work,
what would have been his object F On1
the face of it, would it not have been
some alteration of the scheme of itn-
portance, to have enhanced his reputation
rather than have regard only to the
reputation (if the Engineer-in-Chief who
designed it ? That design, let me remind
the House, had also been approved by
the most enuent auithorities in England,
so that we had a design carefully con-
ceived and approved of after a great
amount of consideration; and it seemed
to the Government-and I hope it will
be held, seemed to themi righitly-the
best thing to do, if we had the available
taent here, was to appoint a man whose
aim it would be to loyally carry out the
intentions of the designer of the scheme;
and I am. glad indeed to be able to say
that the present Engineer-in-Chief (Mr.
Palmer) has loyally and faithfully carried
out the design of his previous chief, Mr.
O'Connor. His aim, and the aim of the
engineers associated with him, has not
been to get kudos for themselves, but
rather to faithfully carry out the scheme
which was submitted to them. And
when we find men in the service of the
country content to sink their individuality
as these men have done, men who will be
content to be faithfl and loyval to their
dead chief, then I think the House will
agree that we bare men in the service of
whom the State may well be proud.

MRs. MoRANr: And escape all responsi-
bilitv.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:- By
no means. Unless my remarks may be
construed into the idea that the present
Engineer.-in -Chief and the officers associ-
ated with him are not capable of origin-
ality and are not the -very best men

procurable, let me say this--and I say it
without hesitation-however much trouble
we had taken in obtaining an engineer to
take charge of the scheme from, abroad,
and however much we might have paid
bins, I doubt very much if we would
have obtained an engineer more capable,
certainly we should not have obtained
one more faithful, than the engineer who
is in charge of the work, Mr. Palmer.

MR. MORAN:- I am glad you said that.
It was the main qualification, after all.

Thut MINISTER FOR WORKS:
There is also another feature I should
like to allude to in this respect, and it is
this, Surely it is the duty of the Govern-
mnent, when promotion can be made or
when appointments can he filled within
the service, to make them. It offers very
little encouragement to men in the service
to doe their best and work hard, as I am
sure the young engineers have to do, at
all events for very inadequate remunera-
tion, it is very little inducement to work
and struggle on if they find that when any
of the few prizes there are in the service
occur they are given to people from out-
side. I think the House will agree with
me that as far as possible promotions
should be made from within the service.

Mui. MoRAN:- Suc~h as the Commissioner
of Railways, for example.

THE IMINI8TER FOR WORKS: I
was dealing with the report of the Royal
Commission. The report generally re-
flected adversely to a great extent on the
administration of the scheme by the
engineer in charge then, Mr. Hodgson;
and in consequence of the statements
made by the Commission in the interim
report of 23rd May, Mr. Hodgson was
suspended. He resigned on the 4th
August. M.r. Hodgson has left the ser-
vice, and his reputation as an engineer, I
ani afraid, has gone for ever in conse-
quence of his actions and the action of
the Government on the report of the
Royal Commission in connection with this
work. Whatever may have been the
faults of Mr. Hodgson, I think it is only
right I should say that many of the
good things that have been dlone in con-
nection with this scheme are distinctly
due to the experience and ability of Mr.
Hod gson; and this scheme undoubtedly
.owes to Mr. Hodgson a very great deal
During the whole of the time of the par-
liamentary disczussion and the sittings of
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the Commission, the work in connection
with this s(cheme was being pushed a~head
steadily, and I may say special rapid pro-
gress has been madle in the eleven months
of this year. Up to the end of October
345 mile of pipes have been distributed,
practically the whole of the pipe trench
has been excavated, and 834 miles of
pipes laid and jointed, and valves and
specials fixed for 218 miles. On the
31st December, 1901, only 92 miles of
pipes bad been laid and jointed; so that
in the 10 months, that is the 10 months
of this year, 242 miles of pipes have been
laid and jointed. During the sittings of
the Commission several tests of the pipes
and joints were made, including a test of a
few chains of pipes near Chidlow's Well on
the 15th of March. Pumping was started
at No. 1 station on the 31st March, the
water reaching Northam on the 18th
April, and Cunderdin on the 22nd April.
After the completion of a farther portion
of the pipe line, water was delivered to
Merredin on the 22nd August. From
thence to the 30th September, water was
pumped to station No. 5, Yerbillon.
The water reached Southern Cross on the
30th October, Obooli shortly afterwards,
and the water is now at Gilgai, station
No. 7. Standpipes for the supply of
water to the public were erected at
Northam and Cunderdin in April, Chid-
low's Well, Grass Valley, and Neckering
in May, and at Tairmin. and Kellerberrix
in June. A standpipe for the temporary
supply of water to the town of Southern
Cross was erected on 1st November, and
water was commenced to be supplied to
the municipality at 10 an. on Monday,
the 3rd November, also to Fraser's mine.
From time to time during the year since
pumping was started, water has been
regularly taken by the Railway Depart-
ment for engine use at various places
along the pipe line, and up to the end of
November the Railway Department have
taken 14,000,000 gallons of water.

Mna. MO.AN: What do you charge
them for it?

Thu. MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
charge them 5e. this side of Northami, Os.
up to the Cross, and 7s. beyond. During
the year work on the service reservoirs
has been rushed forward with all speed.
Three half-million gallon reservoirs have
been completed, two one-million gallon
reservoirs have been also completed, the

concreting of two nearly so, and one well in
hand. The excavation of the main ser-
vice reservoir at Ilulla Bulling is finished,
and the concreting in full swing. Th~e
Kalgoorlie reservoir of two-rniiltion gallIon
capacity to serve Kalgoorlie and Boulder
is practically completed. The Toorak
reservoir should be completed. by the
20th of this month. It may be said
generally that the work in every respect
is well forward, and there is every pr'o-
spedt of delivering water at Coolgardie in
January next.

Mu., MORaAN: You do not mention
Kalkoorlie.

THiE MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
bracket them. As to the time taken in
the construction of this scheme, mnembe~rs
will, I truist, bear in mnind that at first
the instructions were to go slowly, and
one can readily understand that it might
well be so, cousidering the great number
of other works that were in hand just
about that time, and the enormous ex-
penditure that was going on in other
directions. But it is; well to compare
the time taken in the construction of this
schemne, if we can do so, with the time

ocuidby schemes elsewhere; and,
again referri ng to t he"I Proceedi ngs of the
Society of Civil E nginee rs " I find that th e
timie taken in constructing the two latest
water supply undertakings completed in
lae years in England was as follows:-
rrhe Manchester supply from Thirhinere
cost £2,800,000, the total length of aque-
ducts and pipe line being 92 miles. [Mat.
MORAN: All gravitation there.] The
first contract was let in December, 2885.
atnd the supply of water commenced in
October, 1894, that is to say nine years
after the beginning of the works. The
works supplying Liverpool from Bala
Lake include only 68 miles of aqueduct
and pipe line, and it is stated the me-
morial stone registering the commence-
meat, of the work was laid in July, 1881,
and the undertaking being practically
completed in July, 1892, eleven years
afterwards. The works were opened in
that month by the -Duke of Connaught.
In contrasting the Coolgardie water-
supply works, the cost we will say is
£22,700,000, and it will have taken to the
end of 1902, dating fromu the commence-
ment of the railway line froma Munda ring
which was the first work in hand, only
five years to construct. The works, instead
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of being concentrated as in the under-
takings I have mentioned, are spread
over a distance of 850 miles, with the ad-
ditional disadvantage of distance from the
source of supply of muost of the material ;
and as I previously pointed out, the
work in connection with this scheme at
the first was by instruction proceeded
with somewhat slowly, It has been said,
not once but often, that we should never
succeed in pumiping the water from
Mundaring to the goldfields; and that if
we did succeed in pumpin g it, the water
would not efIt to dnrk

MR. ILLINGWORTE: Who said that?
TE MINISTER FOR WORKS: It

was said in the Press and in various
ways. As I have told the House, the
water has, now reached. Gilgai reservoir,
which is 218* miles from Mundaring
reservoir, and this [exhibiting a glass of
water] is at sample of the water taken
from the reservoir after being pumped
21SfL miles. I think no complaint will
be found with it on the score of appear-
anice, and I assure the House it is perfet
as to taste. I have given as briefly as
possible the history of the past in regard
to this scheme. Before I attempt to deal
with the future or attempt to describe
the Bill itself, which mnay be regarded as
the finishing touch of this work, I cannot
help saying that the past of this scheme
is in many respects a sad one. As I
have pointed out, it has ruined the
reputation of one engineer and has been
the death of another. Now that the
work is so nearly finished as to be
practically completed, it must strike
everyone as being a matter for sincere
regret that the engineer who designed the
scheme and who for so long a, period was
responsible for carrying it out should
not have lived to see its completion, and
should not have lived to receive that
great credit which is undoubtedly his
due. Fortunately that is not the case
in regard to others who have been
prominenutly connected with this scheme.
First we have our old friend Sir John
Forrest., who is fortunately alive and
well to-day, -and we hope soon to
have the pleasure of welcoming him
here in our midst; and it will, I amn
sure, be a source of gratification to him
that this work hams proceeded vigorously
and is at last approaching completion.
It will he a source of gratification to

others who were members of this House
and have consistently supported this
scheme. It will be ii, source of gratifica-
tion to a section of the coastal Press,
which has also consistently supported
this scheme from~ its initiation. Shortly
after I took in hand the office of Minister
for Works, I thought it my duty to make
some statement in regard to this scheme,
as to the probable price that will be
charged for the water delivered on the
goldfields; and I regret to say that the
remarks I then made seem to have been
very much misconstrued, inasmuch as I
was accused of seeking to belittle Sir
John Forrest and to advance myself. I
hardly think my remarks could be
capable of that construction ; but I
know I was deeply pained at the time
that they should have been so construed,
for no one whio knows ins would accuse
me of any desire to belittle my old friend
and former chieftain, Sir John Forrest.
On the contrary, I take this opportunity
of saving that any credit there is con-
necteda with this schieme is due principally
to Sir John Forrest, and next is due to
those officers connected with the scheme
who so loyally and faithifullly have carried
it out. Asa to the future, the water is
now at Gilgai, which is No. 7 pumping
station, there being eight Altogether.
Gilgai is 2754 miles from Perth, or
250{ from Mundariug, and is only
77:1 from the Coolgardie service reser-

voi, or 57] iles from Bulla Bulling.
The total cost of the scheme, inoluding
the reticulation for Coolgardie, Kal-
goorlie, aud Boulder, wvill I believe be
£2,850,000. If we take the capital cost
(exclusive of the reticulation) as being
£22,750,000, and if we take the interest on
that sum at 3-35 per cent., which I take
to be a fair rate of interest to provide,
we shall have an annual charge in
thbe shape of interest of £992,125 ; and
a sinking fund invested at 3 per cent, to
redeem the capital in 20 years would mean
an annual charge of.£102,34. Then ifiwe
add for maintenance and management
say £35,000 per annum, these figures
altogether give a6 total of fixed charges
(exclusive of reticulation) amounting to
£229,465 per annurm. If we add the
working ex pen ses on a basis of 2,- million
gallons per day, including interest on the
cost of retiuulatibn, say £65,000, we have
a total annual charge of £294,465, or in
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round numbers aboutiC300,000 perannum.
In order to meet that charge it means
that we must sell a little over two anid
a half million gallons of water daily, at
an average price of 6s. 6d. a thousand
gallons.

HON. F. H. Passu:- You are back at
the same old thing now.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:
No; that is not so. On a basis of
5,000,000 gallons a. day, the working cost
in the first place would be more. The
working expenses on a basis of two and
a half million gallons per day are less
than they would be if we were pumping
5,000,000 gallons a da, y. As to wages,
there would be one shift instead of t~wo,
perhaps instead of three. If members
will consult the Engineer-ini-Chief's own
estimate on the 5,000,000 gallons basis,
they will see that the working expenses
are considerably more than I have stated
here as my estimate of what we expect.
Itseemedatfirst that although this scheme
was going to be an engineering success,
it was b y no means so certain that it
would even approach the possibility of
being a financial success. Indeed if was
considered that for some considerable
time at all events it would be finanicially
a failure, an~d a heavy burden on the
people of the State. We must bear in
mind that when this scheme was initiated
there was a great scar-city of water on
the goldfields. The circumstances have
altered since then; Providence has been
more kind, and there has been during the
last two winters an abzu'rnal rainfall
on the Eastern Goldields. People resi-
dent there have taken the precaution of
endeavouring to conserve the water which
falls from the heavens, and as a conse-
quence of that precaution and of the
increased rainfall there is by no means
the same demand for water at present ou
those goldfields that there was when the
scheme was first introduced. To a great
extent people are, for the time being, in-
dependent of this scheme for their water
supply, and they can afford to take the
position which they have to a great extent
taken in saying they are independent of
it. I would remind the House that the
original scheme never contemplated re-
ticulation. [Interjections.] It was to
deliver water into reservoirs on the fields,
and it was anticipated that the people
themselves would willingly take the water

from those reservoirs for use on the
mines, and that the population around
the mines would also take the water.
Only quite recently it will be remembered
that the primne author of this scheaie, Sir
John Forrest, has impressed on the pre-
sent Government the desirability of even
now not attempting reticulation.*

MR. NANsON: There is provision for
reticulation now.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:
There is provision for distributing mains,
but it was never the intention to under-
take the reticulation in any form. Sir
John Forrest has stated pu~licly in Lon-
don that it would be a mistake for the
Government to undertake reticultion,
and that although he had heard it
rumoured that it was their intention to
do so, be hoped wiser counsels would pre-
vail. In the original scheme a sum of
£170,000 was p~rovided for what are
called distributing mains, and that sum
will go towards taking the water to Ka-
goorlie, and I hope will leave something
over towards the cost of reticulation,
The position is that the mining comn-
mnity and the mulniciplities are to a
certain extent independent, or profess to be
independent, of this scheme as a source
of water su pply at the p resent timnoe, and it
became evident that they would not
undertake the cost of reticulation. [n
fliAxolnD: So much the better.] It is
therefore manifestly the duty of the
Government, having regard to the best
interests of the State, to undertake that
work, andl this is what we propose to do.
It has beeL at somewhat hard task for the
Oovernment to endeavour to convince
people on the goldfields that if less water
was going to be consumed, a higher price
would have to be paid for it.

Mn. MORAN: Perhaps the higher the
price, the less the amnount consumed.

Tan MINISTER FOR WORKS: By
uco means, The inember for Dundas
(Mr. Thomas) knows better thau that for
the mining community. I will put a
proposition that it will be absolutely im-.
possible to deny. If we get the total
quantity the mines will consume, even if
they could get it for nothing, surely we
have then the figures on which we can base
iVhat the price ought to be for the mines.
It was not a popudar thing to endeavour
to get up the price of the water for the
goldfields, but it wati absolutely necessary
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to do this in the interests of the State as
a. whole. Let mre remind the House that
up to the 31st Decemnber next we shall
have paid in interest on this scheme
£175,912, and shall have paid in sinking
fund £61,170. or a total of £237,082 in
the way of interest and sinking futnd.
There you have nearly another quarter of
a million of money directl 'y spent in con-
nection with this scheme. Seeing that it
was originated for the goldfields, it is not
an unfair thing to ask the goldfields people
to pay a reasonable price for the water
they will take. At first that appeared
somewhat a hopeless task; but I am glad
to say now that things are looking a, great
deal more bright in this direction. I am
glad to say that arrangements have been
made by which the principal mnines of
Coolgaraie and Boulder agree to take
the -whole of their purchased water
supply from this scheme and to pay
6s. per thousand gallons for it, which
I think is a very good start, and
those people are well satisfied on the
whole that they have made this arrange-
ment. As I said, it would be necessar -y
in order to cover the charge which this
work will entail on the State to raise
yearly £300,000, and that would mean
selling two and a half million gallons Of
water daily at an average of 6s. 6d. per
thousand gallons. After careful con-
sideration, although I do not think the
two and a half million gallons par day
wvill be reached for perhaps some littletime,
yet after the scheme is in full operation I
do believe it will soon be reached, -and
that it will be reached before the
end of this financial year. If that can
be done, as I coxifideutly hope it can, then
this House will have the satisfaction of
knowing that this great scheme will be no
financial burden on the people of this
country. I should riot make this state-
wuent uinless I bad figures on which to
base it, and I anticipate that from the
first the mining companies will consume
something like three q uarters of a il Ilion
gallons per da 'y; and they also intend to
supply other companies if the Govern-
inent will give them power to do so, and
we have made arran gem ents by which this
power is to be given to those companies.
The mines will I anticipate take from the
first about three quarters of a. million
gallons a day, and will supply Other mines
which will bring the quantity uLp to my

estimiate of about one million gallons a
day. Then there are the people on the
residence areas and. the people who are
squatting on the mining leases. There
are also the mimes at Coolgardie, as well
as the population of Coolgardie, Kal-
goorlie, and Boulder outside the mines.
There are also Southern Cross, Northam,
and various places on the route which I
hope we shall be able to supply by
arrangement with the Lands Department.
I am here referring to the settlers on
the land through which the pipe main
passes. There are also the railway
requirements to be provided for. If
hon. members will run over these cer-
taini consumers, they will agree I think
that I am not over-estimating the quan-
tity which will be required when I say we
can reasonably expect that within a, very
short time two and a half million gallons
of water will be taken daily from this
scemne.

MR. JACOBY: Have you anly estimate
of the domestic consumption per head P

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Yes ; T will give those figures when we
are inA Committee on the Bill. The aver-
age consumption per head of population
varies according to locality. On the
coast it is about 40 gallons per head
daily.

Mn. MORAN: It ought to be 80 on the
fields.

THE: MINISTER FOR WORKS! I
am afraid it will be less. [Several inter-
jections.] Tbis is somewhat of a corn-
pliciaxted mnatter to deal with, nd I am
anxious that my remarks shall bear a
semblance of connection, sd tbat I hope
members will refrain from interjocting at
this stage, and the points they raise'ca
hoe dealt with in Committee.

Ma. NA,4soN: Whatt is the total
average of the various classes of eon-
sumnerse

Tnxu MNISTER FOR WORKS: I
shall he prepared to give details as to the
other one and a half million gallons per
day when we get into Committee, or I
may mention themi in my reply. I take
it that, the principal consumers at first
will be the wines and the railways and
the population settled around the wines.
As to the increased price for water, I
think that when the water gets into
general use we may look forward to a
requirement of even more than two and
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a half million gallons per day; and if
there is a very considerable increase we
can then reduce the price. If the demand
for water increases to five million gallons
a. day, we should not be able to suppl 'Y the
water at 3s. 9d. per thousand gallons, but
I believe we could do so at about 4s.

MR. Nnrisorr: Have you gone into the
mimnum quantity you can supply.

THE MINSTER FOR WORKS: Yes;
the quantity we can supply in the present
state of the reservoir at Mundaring-and
a great amount of doubt has always been
cast on the capacity of this reservoir and
in regard to the whole catchment area
-at present there are 700,000,00J
gallons of water in the Mundaring.
reservoir and 47,000,000 gallons in the
pipes and tanks between Mundaring and
Gilgai. If we bear in mind that the rain-
fall this year has been very deficient and
that we can hardly expect a short rainfall
will be repeated, I think that we can be
satisfied that even in its present state the
Mundaring retservoir will prove all-suffi-
cient; but if it should be found that the
reservoir is not sufficient. for the amount
of water required, it is easily possible to
increase its usefulness in thxe samne manner
as the usefulness of the Yan Yeau
reservoir was increased by improving the
eatchmnent area, and we can put drains into
the Mundaring reservoir in the same way.
What was done with the Yan Yeaii reser-
voir can als~o be done on the Mundaring
reselvoir if proved ne~cessary. There is
nothing at ])resent, so I ani advised by
the responsible engineers, whose advice I
amn bound to take, to lead one to believe
that the capacity of the Mundaring reser-
voir is not all-sufficient, and the holding
capability of it is proved by the quantity of
water still remaining in the weir. Allow-
ing for evaporation and the water taken,
there can be little, or very little, leakage
from the reservoir.

Mn. N"8z0sos What was the rainfall
last winter?

Tiaz MINISTER FOR WORKS : I
will make a note of that; but, as I have
said, it was much less. I will give the
actual figures. I never thought tliest
details would be required. I thought it
was generally understood the rainfall
was much less than during previous
winters. It has been said that there has
been, or will be, some delay in the reti-

cua~tion of the water, although we are so
near to reaching the fields. I would
point out that it was first of all said we
should never get the water there; then it
has been said that if we did get it there,
we would not attempt to reticulate it, and
that it was no part of the scheme. Now
in order to do our duty to the State, aud
in order to prevent undue loss to the
State, it appears to be necessary for this
Government to take in hand the reticu-
lation.

MR. Horxivs: Has not that always
been the rule in water schemes?

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
was not part of this scheme. I would
point out in regard to our principal cus-
tomners, the mines and the railways, their
su~pply will b e provided for concurrently
with the arrival of the water on the fields,
and the dwellers on the leases and the
residence areas also will be provided for,
and I hope the reticulation will be well
in hand. But if the necessity for the
water arises, if the people on the fields
actually want the water, then by means
of stand-pipes we can give it to them
at very much less inconvenience, and
at a very much less cost, than they
can get it now. So that there will be no
inconvenience to the populatioii arising,
and if there is necessity for the water, if
there is a chance of selling the water, we
can dasily sell it by means of stand-pipes
as a temporary expedient. I have, I
think, given the history of the past, and
the hopes of the scheme for the future.
Before I pass on to the Bill and attempt
to explain briefly its leading features, I
wish again to say that in regard to this
work I do not, as I haLvd been accused of
doing, claimu any credit at all, and the
only thing I claim to have done is to
endeavour to doimy duby. I have aduty
to the State; I had a. duty to my old
friend, Sir John Forrest; a duty to mfy-
late chief (the late Mr. Leake), and a,
duty to my' present leader, the Premier
(Mir. Jamnes). He and my colleagues have
given me a li berkv of action in this matter
which is only given to one who is trusted.
(THE PREMIER:- Hear, hear.] If the
State and the persons I have named wifll
be satisfied to think I have not abused
their trust, that I have endeavoured to
do my duty, then indeed am I well con-
tent, and perfectly satisfied. rassing to
the Goldfields Water Supply Board-
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MR. NANsow: What are you doing in
regard to ordering materialsP

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
cannot give the information as to when
the material will be on the ground; but
I will say that: the surveys for the
reticulation at Kalgoorlie, Coolgardie, and
Boulder have been completed, for somne
of the pipes tenders are advertised, for
the rest specifications are being pre-
pared, and tenders will be called for
immediately.

MR. NANsozq: When do you expect to
let the workP

Tun MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
have dealt as fully as I can with the
question by saying I hope the work of
reticulation will be well in hand at the
time the waiter reaches the goldfields, and
I havesadI hope the water will be on
the fields in Jauary uext.

Mn. JAcony: Will you be able to sell
it ?

TEEn MINISTER FOR WORKS, Yes'This Bill, which is called the Goldfields
Water Supply Act, is divided into ten
short parts. Part I., as hon. members
will see, is merely preliminary and con-
tains the interpretation clauses. Part TI.
deals with administration, and hon.
members will see from Clause B that it is
the intention of the Government to ask
the House to agree to the appointment
of a board to manage this scheme, to be
called the GJoldfields Water Supply Board.
Here I may explain that a large scheme
like this involving a very' great amount
of work indeed is sufficient. to keep a
board of this nature fully employed, and
indeed it is advisable in the best interests
of the State and in order to make the
work a success, that there should be a
hoard having complete control of the
water schema. lIt will be seen it is pro-
posed to constitute a hoard of two
persons, who with the Minister for
Works for the time being stall have the
carrying of the Bill into execution. The
board will be a body corporate, -with
perpetual succession and a seal. Each
member of the board will hold office for
a term of three years, and at the expira-
tion of that term of office will be eligible
for appointment for a like term of three
years. The Minister for Works for the
time being will he the chairman of the
board. Although the connection with
this board will entail a considerable

amount of work on the Minister for
Works, whoever lie may he, still on the
whole I think the House will agree it is
advisable, at all events for some time to
come if not for all time, that the Minister
responsible to Parliament and occupying
a seat in this House should have a voice,
and a strong voice, in the management
of this work, The fact of the Minister
for Works being the chairman of the
board will insure that Parliament has
always full control over every detail in
connection with the scheme. Clause 8
provides that of the two appointed nmew-
bere of the board one shall he an engineer
who may receive a maximum salary of
£1,250 a year. That is the maximum
salary which can be paid to the engineer.
The other appointed member may receive
a salary not exceeding .£750 a year. The
idea. is that of these two paid mnembers of
the hoard one shall be a thoroughly
competent hydrau lie enigineer; and there
is plenty of work now for an engineer to
have entire control of, and not as is at
present the case for the Enginiecr-in-
Chief with a number of subordinate
officers to have to give their attention to
the Coolgardie Water Scheme and other
engineering works also.

MR. ILLfl{GWORTH: You are going to
pay him more than the Engineer-in-
Chief.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
is not necessary that because we provide a
SUM of £1,250 a year, this amount will
,be paid ; hut I would earnestly recoin-
'mend members not be too checeseparing
in this respect. If we are going to have
an engineer, let him be a good man and
he paid a decent salary. The other
member of the board, it is proposed,
shall be a business man who will look
after the business details, and who Will,
a-mongst other things, endea-vour to push
the sale of the water in every possible
way. For the conduct of business two
members of the board will be a quorum,
and in the event of any vacancy occurri ng
in the office of an appointed member of
the board the Governor may appoint
a successor to the vacant office, whose
term of office shall he fur his pre-
decessor's unexpired term of office.
Clause 14 provides that the Governor
may suspend an appointed membher for
various offensoes-misbehaviour or incomn-
petence1 or if he becomes bankrupt, or
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becomes concerned or interested in & con-
tract, or participates or claims. to be
entitled to participate in the profits
thereof, or if he engages in any employ-
meat outside the duties of bis office.
Clause 15 says:-

The Minister shall cause to be laid before
Parliament a full statement of the grounds
of suspension within seven days after such
suspension, if Parliament is sitting, and, when
rarliamient is not sitting, within seven days
after the next sitting. A mnember of the board
suspended shall be restored to office if both
Houses of Parliament, within thirty days from
the time when such statement has been laid
before Parliament, declare by resolution that
the said member ought to be restored to office.

Now with the permission of the House
I will proceed to Fart 111., relating to
the construction and management of the
works. It will be seen by Clause 20
that-

The Governor may, by Order in Council,
constitute and define the boundaries of a water
area for the purposes of this Act. From time
to time alter the boundaries of the water
area. Divide the water area into districts
and define the boundaries of districts.
Where an area has been declared, the
control of the waterworks within that
area, and the supply of water within that
area, will vest in th board, and will be
under the umauageiaeunt and control of the
board. Outside the ar~ea, in Clause 122
of the Bill it will be seen-

The Minister for Works may at all times
exercise all the powers of a, board duly
appointed unider this Act, except the making
anad levying of rates, with respect to all works
constructed under the Coolgardie Goldfields
Water Supply Construction Act, 1895, which
for the time being are ont.;'do the water area.

So that within a proclaimedc area the
control will be entirely within the hands
of the board, and outside the proclaimed
area the Minister for Works will have
the same power as the board. Until
the board is appointed the Minister for
Works shall have all the powers within
the water area conferred by the Bill upon
the board. In Fart IV., Clause 27 says:-

The board may make and levy water rates,
in the manner hereinafter provided ; and such
rates may be made and levied in the water
airea generally, or in any district thereof.

Mu, Hopnsxs: A district is another
name for a ward ?

Tiff MI.NISTER FOR WORKS:
They may either rate within an area
proclaimed as a water area generally, or

in any part of that area, and members
will see the cause of that later onl.
Clause 28 provides:

The Board may, instead of making and levy-
ing a water rate, nd may in any case sell and
supply water by measure, the quantity con-
sumed being ascertqined by a meter tired on
the land of the consumer, or by any other
prescribed means.

If members for a moment will turn to
Clauses 38 and 39, they will see it is
stated:

The Board may, with the approval of the
Governor, contract with any company, associa-
tion Of corn' pmies, or other consumer (herein-
after called the purchaser) for the sale of
water, by measure, on such terms and con-
ditions as to the Board may seem fit. By
such contract the Board msy.-(a) Authorise
the purchaser to supply water to any ocen-
y i' " of land or other persons within any area
not bein~g a municipality or tewnaite) to be

defined in the contract, at prices to be
approred by the Board. (b) Exempt the
purchaser and the occupiers of any land
within the area defined in the contract, from
the payment of rates under this Act.

That, it will be seen, specially makes
provision for contracts with mining com-
panies who can supply persons squatting
on their mining leases. The next clause
gives the boardf the Same power to con-
tract with any local authority. Every
such contract shall be subject to the
approval of the Governor.

MRli. ILLINOWOUTH: Is there any limait-
ation as to what they can charge ?

TauE MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes;
subject to the price agreed on by the
board. The Bill provides for power to
the board to make contracts with mining
companies to supply these people with
water by measure, and the companies
will supply other people at a price to be
determined by the board. The clause
also makes the samne provision in regard
to local authorities such as a municipal
council. I should explain perhaps also
with regard to municipalities, where a
contract is entered into by the board
with a municipality or roads board for
the supply of water, the municipality or
roads board will have full power to make
rates, recover rates, and mnake their own
by-laws for the supply of water Part
V. contains machinery provisions in
regard to the protection of works and
fittimgs, and the prevention of waste.
Part VI. provides for rates. It will be
seen by Clause 52 that the valuation for
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the purposes of rate is the same~ as. the
existing law :

In estimating the annual or capita value
of mines, no regard shall be had to the
minerals therein or the mining machinery,
whether fixed to the soil or not, or to buildings
used exclusively for the housing of such
machinery; and

The valuation shall be mnade on the assump-
tion (if necessary to be made) that the sub-
lotting of the land is authorised by law.

Clause 54 provides for making up the
rate booksa, and the rate book shall. be for
a, reasonable time open for inspection by
any ratepayer. Provision is made for
appeal, also for appeal from the bohrd.
to the Local Court. The limit of the
rating power is contained in Clause 69,
which states:-

A water rate shall not in any one year
exceed two shillings in the pound on the
annual rateable value of the laud rated

But the Board may make and levy a
minimuam rate of the prescribed amount upon
any land the annual rate of which would not
exceed one pound.
I would point out that the Bill provides
that where a person pays rates he shall
get the quantity of water in return for
his rates that is represented by the
amount he pays, so that he does not pay
a rate unless he gets value in return.
Part VII. provides for the payment of
rates and the water supply. Really they
are all machinery clauses. Part VIII. is
an inmportant part. On reference to
Clause 85 members will see-

The Board may, with the approval of the
Governor, borrow money-

(a.) For the construction of works for the
distribution and supply of water
within the water area;

(b.) To liquidate the principal moneys due on
any previous loan to the Board;

(c.) For any other purpose approved by the
Governor.

That provision is made in order that the
board may thus take in hand or at all
events pay the cost of the expense of
reticulation.

Mn. MORAY: You will not wait for
the board?

THE, MINISTER FOR WORKS: No.
The work will go on, but it is intended,
inasmuch as the cost of theoriginal scheme
hats been somewhat exceeded, and although
it is no part of that scheme, to -undertake
the reticulation, the board will, if possible,
bear the cost of reticulation by issuing
debentures. The interest on debentures

is not to exceed f~ur per e~nt. per annum,
and a sinking fund is provided for, and
security. Clause 96 it will be seen pro-
vides:-

The Colonial Treasurer, with the authority
of the Governor, may invest Post Office Savings
Bank funds in debentures issued by the board
under the authority of this Act.
Part IX. contains machinery clauses
which provide for the way in which the
accounts are to be kept, and audited by
the Auditor General. Part X. contains
the usual powers for by-laws and
general provisions. Then there are the
necessary schedules. 'I am afraid I
have taken up far too long the time
of the House; but I ask members to
approach the consideration of the Bill
not from any local standpoint, not with a
desire to secure adlvantage for ay one
district, not with the desire to secure
advantage for the gold fields, or to work
any disadvantage for those fields, but
rather with, a determination of seeinDg how
importanut it is to do the very best that
can be done in the interest of the State
as a. whole. It perhaps cannot be
claimed that this isa perfect Bill; but at
least it coan be claimed that it is an honest
attempt to provide something that is
absolutely necessary. Doubtless it 'nay
improve in its passage through Committee.
Any suggestion which will lead to the
improvement of the Bill will be accepted
with thankfulness by the Governuient, I
am sure; and I feel sure I can with con-
fidence appeal to every member of the
House to do his best to make a perfect
measure of the Bill. I thank memubers
for the kind and patient hearing they
have given me, and for their courtesy to
me on this as on other occasions. I beg
to move the second reading of the Bill,

On motion by MR. MORAN, debate
adjourned for a, week.

At 6-30, the DEPUTY SPEAKER left the
Chair.

At 7-30, Chair resumed.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES.
Iw COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

Resumed from the 38th November;
Mn. ILL INGWORTHF in the Chair.

COLONIAL SECRETARY's DEPARETMENT.

Medical (partly discussed), .&90,539
16s. Gd.;
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Item-Principal. Medical Officer, £500:
DR. O'O NOR asked the Colonial

Secretary how he proposed to carry out
the Vaccination Act, after the reduction
in the incoibes of this and other medical
officers.

THfE COLONIAL SECRETARY: In
this House and in the country there had
been a demand for stringent economy.
By the Vaccination Act of 1878, still in
force, the Governor-in-Council had power
to fix vaccination fees to be paid to public
vaccinators. it was found that in some
other states doctors in receipt of Govern-
ment salaries were not entitled to these
fees in addition. The Government had a
right to the full services of an officer in
receipt of a good salary, and therefore
had decided that salaried medical officers
should act as public vaccinators without
fees, carrying out the provisions of the
Vaccination Act asB iii the past; and any
such officer refusing so to do would be
guilty of a censurable dereliction of duty.
To vaccinate was one of the duties of the
principal medical offcer, as well as of dis-
trict and resident medical officers.

DRi. O'CoNwox: - The Act stated. that
fees m ust be paid.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Sec-.
tion 3 provided that a superintendent of
vaccination and public vaccinators should
be appointed, under such rules and orders
as the Governor might see fit to make for
the proper performance of their duties and
for their payment. That did not make
payment of fees compulsory. To estimate
the saving from this economy would
be difficult, because there were public
vaccinators not in receipt of Government
salaries, and the work done by them and
by Government officers was a variable
quantity. Victoria and New South Wales
did not pay any fees, Queensland did not
pay except to certain officers in Brisbane,
New Zealand did not pay except to a few
port officers throughout the State, South
Australia and Tasmania paid practically
the same fees as here.

DR. O'CONNOR said Dr. Lovegrove
joined the service on condition that he
was paid vaccination fees, and had atban-
doned a large practice in ]3unbury to
take this appointment. Other medical
officers were similarly situated. With all
the talk of retrenchment, in this depart-
ment only had there been a reduction,

while in several there had been largE
increases. &o far D~r. L,3vegrove had not
been allowed private practice, and even
though this were allowed for the future,
the permission was useless as his time
was fully occupied, and all knew the
difficulty of re-establishing a, practice
which had been abandoned. Notwith-
standing the Colonial Secretary's opinion,
some lawyers held that medical officers
could compel the Government to pay
these fees. Certainly if the fees were
not paid, vaccination could not be carried
out, and the Government could not pay
privatevaccinators not specialy appointed,
There was a serious epidemnic. of smallpox
in this State a few years ago, and it was
a great mistake to stop the payment of
vaccination fees to medical officers. In
some of the large cities in England, par-
ticularly in Hull, Gloucester, and Leicester,
serious epidemics had occurred, and
large sums were spent in carrying out the
vaccination system.

MR. FOULKES; When the registrar of
the Supreme Court had certain fees taken
from himi sonme years a~go, he was comn-
pensated for loss of fees by increase of
salary. The same precedent should apply
in this case. Dr. Lovegrove had accepted
the appointment of Chief Medical Officer
on the understanding that he was to
receive a certain salary with vaccination
fees in addition, yet these fees had been
taken from him at short notice, and no
compensationi given.

THE TRIAnasuxn: He received alto-
gether £800 a year.
.Tat COLONIAL SECRETARY: This

officer received £500 a year as Chief
Medical Officer; he received £200 a year
in connection with quarantine duties; and
he had a6 residence and allowances which
made up his salary to £800 a year. This
sum should be reasonably sufficient for
the duties he had to perform, and his
whole time should be given to the duties.
Last year this officer drew £243 19a. in
vaccination fees, thus increasing his
income to £1,043 19s., at which amount
he was somewhat overpaid for the duties
he performed. As to the question of
honesty in depriving him of his fees,
which two members had referred to par-
ticularly, there was no contract by which
he was to receive those fees in addition to
his salary. The Governor-in-Council had
power under the Act to make such rules
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and orders as he thought fit in regard to
payment for vaccination; and there was
no contract in regard to this officer. If
some member would move an amendment,
be (the Minister) would be guided by the
decision of the House.

Mu. HOPKINS supported the Govern-
ment in making one salary payable to
every civil servant, and in requiring each
servant to perform. the duties allotted to
him for the amount received. If the
Chief Medical Officer was underpaid, it
was the duty of the Government to pro-
pose an increase, as no private member
could move to inicrease an item in the
Estimates.

MR. HASSELL: To whom were the
fees paid, if the medical officers were not
to receive them ? Were vaccination fees
abolished P

THEs COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
person who was vaccinated did not pay a
fee, but the State paid a fee to the officer
who performed vaccination.

Mn. THOMAS: Had vaccination fees
been taken away from all medical officers1
or was this an exceptional ease?

THE: COLONIAL[, SECRETARY:-
Vaccination fees had been struck off in
all cases where the public vaccinator was
in receipt of a salary from the Govern-
ment.

Item-Assistant, Quarantine Station,
Albany:

'Mn. RASSELL asked why this officer
had been reduced in salary ?

Tn COLONIAL SECRETARY: On
account of the reduction of quarantine
work at Albany. Since the removal of
mail steamers from Albany, and with the
cessation of traffic to and from South
Africa, there bad been a great falling off
in quarantine work at Albany. The
officer there recognised the reasonableness
of this reduction.

Item-Disttrict MedicalOffcsr,Beverle'r
(six months), £7h:

MR. HARPER: It was -understood to
be the rule in regard to an officer of this
House, that when anything was done
affecting his district he should be pro-
tected as far as possible. Under this
item, the position of medical officer at
Beverley was to be abolished.- He under-
stood the intention of the Government

was that the duties should devolve on
the district medical officer at York, who
would be required to visit the Beverleiy
district, extending some 70 miles in one
direction and 30 in another, having
families settled all over it, Ron. mem-
bers would understand what a severe
trial it would be to people settling in
that district when in case of illness they
would have to wait a day or more before
medical aid could be obtained, however
groat the emergency might be. The
object of economising under the medical
vote should be to reduce the appoint.
ments in districts where medical officers
could obtain sufficient private practice to
realise a fairly good income; but in
scattered districts the State should
provide medical assistance for people
who would not be able otherwise to
obtain it, because private practice in such
districts would not be sufficient to
remunerate a resident medical officer.
Only last year, during the absence of the
muedical officer on an expedition in
Kiinberle y, a serious ease of illness
occurred requiring the constant attend-
ance of the medical officer at York, while
at the same time a serious epidemic of
measels was prevalent there, caus ing great
suffering to patients aud their friends
through insufficient medical attendance
when there was so much sickness.
Beverley was one of the few districts
where the position of district mnedical
officer had been abolished, and it was a
very unfortunate selection for the Govern-
ment to make, to take a district which
was being settled gradually from one end
to the other, and to deprive the people in
that district of medical aid. It would
also affect the centre of York by occa-
sionally taking away f romn that town the
medical officer who was stationed there.
lie hoped the Government would see
their way to reinstae the officer.

Tusc COLONUIAL SECRETARY: The
question raised by the member for Bever-
ley (Mr. Harper) was a somewhat wide
one, and it was just as well for the feeling
of the Committee to be tested on the
question. He did not know, nor had he
been able to find out, any country where
the medical wants of the people were
attended to in anything like the same
degree as in Western Australia. Beverley
surely should be in a position to support
a medical practitioner of its own. It was a
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prosperous district, although scattered,
and such a. place in any other State of
Australia would not be without a medical
practitioner provided by the people.
All over Victoria, South Australia, and
the other Eastern States medical men
found it worth while to reside in such
districts. Wherever thieGovernmiient had
a hospital, and the Government had
hospitals now in far too many places,
there must be a medical officer to attend
to these institutions. At Beverley there
was no hospital, and in future there were
many places, which were connected by
railway which would cease to have hos-
pitals. He was willing to submit with-
out question and demur to the decision
of the Committee; but this appeared to
be a branch of the service in which
economny could he carried out. For that
reason alone it was proJposed to do away
with the medical officer at Beverley. The
.best way to test the question would be to
move to strike out the words " six
months " after "1medical officer."

How. F. If. IPIESSE: While anxiouis
to see the Government practise economy,
he thought a start had been made in a
direction which the Committee would not
agree to. The instances quoted of Vic-
toria and other States were not applicable
here. Iu Victoria where medical men
were supported by the people the popu-
lation was far in excess of that of
Beverley. People found it very difficult
to establish themselves on the land for
some l ime, and it was the duty of the
State to provide medical aid in these
scattered districts, so that the people could
have medical attention. One life lost to
the country, which could have been pre-
vented by the presence of a medical man,
was of far more value to the countryv than
.the stun proposed to he saved. There
were mayistances in which had there
been mdclaid Jives would not have
been lost. For a medical wan to travel
from York to the centre of the Beverley
district was too far. He did not think
medical aid should be given to districts
for all time, but it should be given when
a district was i process of settlement.
It wa all very well to talk about the
prosperity of the district, but the majority
of people in the Bleverley district were
poor: it was as much as they could do to
find the money to pay their rent. The
Government were fully justified for some

time to come in provi din g medical assist-
ance in all agricultural districts.

MR. HASSELL: The item for the
medical officer for Beverley ought to
remain on the Estimates. During the
last winter people had suffered greatly
through the want of a medical man in the
country. The doctor at Katanning had
to travel nearly to Beverley, and the
doctor at Beverley had to travel nearly to
Katanuing. The Government should
provide a medical mani for all agricultural
settlements.

DR. O'CONNOR: The Government
were commencing economy in tlhe wrong
direction. by abolishing medical officers
in agricultural districts. He noticed by
the Estimates that the medical officer at
Buinhury received £C200, and probably had
a good practice, while the doctor at
Beverley in the past had only received
£150 and had. probably no practice. The
medical officer atOoolgardie received £500,
and probably had a big practice. The
Government ought to provide medical
officers -where there was not a, large popu-
lation, and where there was a large popu-
lation the medical officer should not be
paid so much. As to closing die hospitals
in country districts, he would point out
that the most common disease was
typhoid, and it was almost certain death
to remove a typhoid patient by train or
carriag 30 miles. The Government
might reduce the amount to medical
officers who had large practices, and leave
those alone who had little or no practice.

MR. NANSON: When the Govern-
ment went into the question of the reor-
ganisation of hospitals, they would finid
they could make a sufficient saving to
supply all country places with subsidised
medical men. Take the case of Cool.
gardie. There was a splendidly equipped
hospital there, and it was the proper
place to have such an institution, being
the centre of the Eastern Goldfields; but
the cost was over £2,000 a year, and no
doubt a considerable saving could be
effected in that institution. The Govern-
ment would also find other directions in
which a saving could be made. It was
not right to have some places wheore there
was a hospital, and other places where
there was no mnedical aid at all. Until
the reorganisation of the hospitals took
place, the Government did not know
what amount they could set apart for
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subsidising medical officers. One of the
greatest inducements to land settlement
in agricultural centres was the residence
of a doctor in the place. Most people
who took up land were married and had
families, and a person going into a
country district to settle asked if there
was a medical mana in the district. There
was nothing mere likely to lead to settle-
ment than providing country districts
with medical aid.

MR. W A L LAC0E: How could the
Government reconcile their action in
regard to the items for Beverley and
Northampton? The amount for Beverley
was struck off. while £200 was provided
for a medical officer at Northampton.
The places were similar. Both had rail-
way communication, and both were 30
miles from an established hospital. It
had been stated that people lived a
long way from hospitals in 'the country;
but someone was bound to live far away
from a hospital, and that someone would
occasionally be sick. If the Government
supplied a doctor for every district
throughout the State, he could understand
that. He would not deprive North-
ampton of medical aid if Beverley were
given a doctor A great saving might be
effected in regard to public halls and
places of entertainment. Th days gone
by public halls were built in. every
agricultural and mining district, and now
there was great difficulty in finding use
for them. In erecting these halls the
Government had deprived people of
education and medical aid. When the
item in reference to the medical officer
at Northampton was reached he would
move to strike it out. He did not know
what was the system of pruning which
had been carried out by the Government,
but it seemed unfortunate that Beverley
should be so high in the alphabet and
Yalgoo so near the bottom. There
should be systematic retrenchment if any
were carried out.

ME. HARPER: If it was justifiable
to strike out the item for Beverley on the
ground that people should supply them-
selves with medical aid, it was not logical
to keep a, doctor in a. town where
there was a hospital, because the Govern-
nient said in effect that the people must

gmy their medical man in a district
utthey need not pay him in the towns.

If economy in this vote were needed, it

should be thorough and systematic. It
was no use making one or two country
places suffer while in thickly-populated.
parts salaries were paid to doctors who
could live without them. A doctor could,
without a horse, conduct a large practice
in a town, where indeed his horse and
carriage were used mainly as an adver-
tisement, while in a country district a
horse was essential. In scattered dis-
tricts opportunities for private practice
were small. To test the feeling of the
Committee, he moved that the words
"six months" be struck out.

Amendment passed, and the words
struck out.

Tax PREMIER: The item had been
reduced because of a vacancy. The
matter would be adjusted during the
recess.

Tux COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
£75 provided on the Estimates was
near-ly sufficient to see the year out, be-
cause there had been for some months a
difficulty in getting a doctor to go to
Beverley.

Itean-Superintending Medical Officer,
Fremantle Lunatic Asylum, £700:

OnR. O'CONNOR asked what the Gov.
emnent had done regarding an asylum
site.

THEf COLONIAL SECRETARY: A
site had been chosen on Perth Common-
age. A select committee had recom-
mended one or two sites. It had pro-
posed that the Goverunent pay £24,000
for a site at Lockeridge, near G-uildford.
The Government, however, chose, on the
recommendation of expert officers, a site
three-quarters of a. mile north of Harma-
katta, preferring to spend the money
on buildings rather than on laud. The
locality was healthy and picturesque, and
there was arable ground available. Clear-
ing operations would he started. almost
immediately. Dr. Jamneson, Dr. Mont-
gomery, aid himself had recommended
the site and from an architectural point
of view it had been approved by Mr.
Grainger.

Item-Nurse, Kalgoorlie, £60:
Mx. BATH: While medical officers

were subsidised to a startling extent,
nurses were unfairly treated. They were
entirely dependent ou their salaries,
while Government doctors were allowed
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private practice. The expenditure on the
Kalgoorlie hospital was large, and there
was much laxity in administration. If
advisory boards were appointed in such
districts, though only to report and make
recommendations, much economy would
be effected. Only a small portion of the
expenditure was returned in fees, and
this source of revenue would be increased
by boards. Nurses' salaries should be
raised and their working hours reduced.

Mn. JOHNSON supported the previ-
ous speaker. The Kalgoorlie hospital
administration should be improved.
Something should be done during recess
to establish local coutrol, as this would
lead to an increase in revenue.

TaiE COLONIAL SECRETARY: In
recess he would see what could be done.
Since he had been connected with the
department he had thought there must
be some reason why the Kalgoorlie hos-
pital was not to some extent self-support-

Ing The present state of affairs was a
refection on the metropolis of the gold-
field s.

Ky.. Joisx: No; a reflection on
the Minister's administration.

Tuufi COLONIAL SECRETARY;
That view hie could hardly adopt. It
was p-eculiar that the hospital should be
without assistance from the Kalgoorlie
people.

Ma. BATH: Getting no satisfaction,
they had no chance to assist.

Tn COLONIAL SECRETARY: As
out of a possible revenue in fees of £5,303
odd the Governument had received only
£1,124, there nmst be something wrong,
ad he intended to ascertain what it was.
He would be the last to decrease the
emoluments of the nurses, who earned
every penny they received and more; but
in addition to their salaries they had two
uniforms a year, together with food,
washing, and quarters, so that the £60
represented almost a clear saving, out of
which they had very little to pay.

Mn. HOPKINS: Prom the Minister's
remarks one would think that the blame
for the poor revenue of the Kalgoorlie
hospital and its bad administration rested
on the people of the district. Firstly,
the hospital did not pay because of the
is. per week collected by medical clubs.
Doctors, in return for the levy, under.
took to treat a, man during sickness.
To -keep a patient in the hospital cost

43 3s. aL week. The doctor insured a
man's health for a shilling a week, sent
him into the hospital, paid the hospital
two guineas a week, and the Government
paid a guinea. No doubt the same
system obtained elsewhere. As to nurses,
if they were organised like railway em-
ployees, they would have a 48-hours
week instead of working 36 hours over-
time in a vitiated atmosphere, attendingZ
typhoid and other infectious cases for 12
hours a day, carrying out serious and
important duties. The Governor's Speech
stated a certain portion of the surplus
was to be used for establishing asylums.
The treatment of insane patients in
the interior was exemplified by the
case of a, respectable man who, the
other day, was found on examination to
be insane. He was arrested and handed
over to tile police, and instead of beng
put where he could be taken care of, was
thrown into gaol. As an experienced
doctor said, the wonder was that the
patient did not knock out his brains. A
central hospital was absolutely essential
in the Kalgoorlie district, which had
been, and doubtless would be in the
future, the scene of serious mnining
disasters. The royal commission ap-
pointed by the Government recommended
the erectioin of a casualty ward; but
beyond the preparation of plans and
specifications for a structure to cost
£91,300, nothing had been done. Such a
ward, with a properly padded cell for
mentally disordered patients, was a
crying necessity, and provision for it
should be made on the Supplementary
Estimates.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY;
What to do with lunatics till they could
be removed to a proper asylum was in
all countries a difficult problem. It was
hard to say whether the police or the
hospital authorities should take care of
them. Some place of detention should
be provided, and evidently the best
method was that suggested .by the last
speaker. The Government hoped to
provide the necessary funds for such
buildings in large centres. Some effort
had been inade to comply with the recomn-
mendation as to a casualty ward, for
there was a sum on the Estimates to
supply the Kalgoorlie hospital with an
up-to-date ambulance, which would be
available in case of mining accidents.
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Mn. BATH: Inquiry as promised
should result in better administration of
the Kalgoorlie hospital. Repeated repre-
sentations to the chief medical officer,
and s uggestions for the local control and
better working of the institutions bad so
far been fruitless; hence the public were
greatly, dissatisfied. If the hospital
were placed on a proper basis, sufficient
money could be raised in Kalgoorlie,
Boulder, and Hannans to make it self-
supporting, instead of costing over £3,000
a year to keep going.

Items-District Medical Officer, house
allowance :

Ma. THOMAS, referring to several
items of this kind, asked why they were
not all treated alike?

THE COLONIAL TREASURER:- The
question of house allow-ance was decided
by him in making appointments. He
expressed his own opinion of the system
by refusing to grant house allowance in
making new appointments, and he thought
that was as far as he should go. One
case referred to by the hon. member was
settled some years ago. Another case
referred to by him was settled differently,
because the appointment was a recent
one made by him, and house allowance
wats not granlted in that ease.

MR. THOMAS: It was the height of
absurdity to treat men differently when
their conditions were similar. The system
of granting house allowance should be
general, or it should not exist at all.

Mu. TAYLOR: A medical officer at
lawlers could not obtain much private
practice, whereas at Kookynie a medical
officer could obtain considerable practice.
This difference in the conditions should
be taken into account in fixing the
amount of payment. It had been found
extremely difficult to get a medical officer
at Lake Way, there being so little private
practice.

Mn. BUTCHER, referring to medical
officers who had quarters provided, asked
whether an allowance was to be made in
places where no quarters had been erected
for the medical officer. Where there was
not a residence provided, there should be
a house allowance.

THE: COLONIAL SECRETARY:- It
appeared to be only equitable that'in
places where the medical officer had not

a house provided by the Government, he
should receive some allowance.

Ma. MORAN : What were the duties of
medical officers in those cases ?

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: A
medical officer attended to indigent
patients, to the police, and to civil ser-
vants. He was allowed private practice
also.

Item-Northampton District Medical
Officer, £200:

MRt. WALLACE: Some remarks made
by the Colonial Secretary had removed
the necessity for what he intended chiefly
to have said. The appointment of a
medical officer at Northampton, who was
also stipendiary magistrate, was not
necessary in either case. There was so
little to do in the Northampton District
that the first medical officer who went
there left the place because he could not
find anything to do either as medical
officer or as magistrate. The medical
requirements of the Northampton Dis-
trict had always been sufficiently supplied
by doctors from Geraldton. One medical
man at Geraldton had performed the
duties of medical officer during many
years by visiting the Northampton Dis-
trict, and he did the work for a small
sum per annum. Surely it was not
necessary to pay the amount of this item
when there was not sufficient medical
work to justify it. The two appoint-
ments of medical officer and stipendiary
magistrate enabled the same person to
draw from the State £312 a year, and
there was really no necessity for this
expenditure. He moved as an amend-
ment that the item of £200 be reduced
by £0100.

MR. STONE: Settlement during the
last 20 years had progressed in the
Northampgton district, and a doctor should
be located there. A magistrate was also
necessary. There was s, train from
Geraldton three times a week, and unless
a person went to the expense of running
a special train, which cost £17, it would
take three days to go to Geraldton to see
a doctor or fetch one and return again.
Death had resulted from snake-bite and
bites from wild pigs, in consequence of
no doctor being available to attend to
patients in country places.

Mn. NANSON: To be consistent, the
member for Mount Magnet (Mr. Wallace)

ked cai. 2585Annual 266males:



25§6 Anual Estimate: LSEBYIMdcl

should vote for the retention of the item,
as the Committee had voted in favour of
a medical officer being stationed at
Beverley. It had been stated that there
was no work for a doctor to do at North-
anipton. Some months ago when he (Mr.
Nausea) was fighting an election in that
district, the medical officer, who was also
returning officer, was called away, and
had to travel 60 miles to a patient. The
doctor was away three days, and could
only just return in time for the election.
That showed bhow important it was to
have a doctor in such a remote place. A
doctor from Geraldton could not have
reached Northampton in time. As far as
the township of Northampton was con-
cerned, it might be urged, probably, that
the people could do without a doctor; but
it was a, great advantage to havve a doctor
at Northampton when there was such a
large area of settled country surrounding.
The doctor at Northampton also filled the
position of resident masgistrate, and at
the present time there were important
arbitration cases proceeding in connection
with the resumption of Crown lands, and
the resident magistrate was acting as
umpire, if there had not been a Govern-
ment officer, a man of education and
experience, in the district, Rome profes-
sional man would have had to be Bent from
Pertb, and the cost of the arbitration
would have been equivalent to the salary
of this official. The medical officer bad
to carry out the work of the resident
magistrate, as there being tbe need for a
doctor it was just as well to get as much
work out of the officer as possible for the
salary. It was convenient to have a
doctor as resident magistrate, for such
a man was not connected by local
ties with the people of the district.
The medical rote for poor places should
not be struck out and the vote allowed to
remain in connection with prosperous
districts. What need was there to sub-
sidise a medical officer for Guildford?
By paying a small sum to a medical
practitioner at Guildford all the assistance
necessary for the hospital could be
obtained. If it was necessary to have a
doctor in places where there were hos-
pitals, then it was equally necessary to
have a doctor in places too poor to
support a hospital. The Government had
done some splendid work in inducing
settlement in the Northampton district,

and if the Government required settle-
ment in that part of the country-men
with wives and families-they must
provide two essentials, schools and
medical aid.

Ma. TAYLOR: The member for the
Murchison claimed that a medical officer
was necessary for Northampton because
that official filled the position of resi-
dent magistrate. If the item could
be postponed be would move for a return
showing the number of court cases which
had been heard at Northampton dluring
the last twelve months. It had been
stated that the appointment was made to
placate the member for the Murehison, the
appointment being made when the bon.
member was sitting on the Government
sideoftheHouse. He (Mr. Taylor) was at
Geraldton when the last election was
taking place, and the energy displayed by
the resident magistrate on behalf of the
member for the Murchison was marked.
Hie could understand why the member for
the Murchison should desire this officer
to be retained. There was no population
in Northampton which would warrant a
doctor being settled in the place, but be
did not know the outlying district. If
there was truth in what the member for
Mount Magnet said, that a, large propor-
tion of the settlement was between Nor-
thampton and Geraldton, then there was
no reason why the medical officer at Ger-
aldton could not attend to the patients.

THE PREMIER: It was to be hoped
that members would deal with the item
apart from the position of magistrate.
There were several instances in which
men were paid as magistrates rather
as a contribution towards the medical
subsidy than for the amount of legal
work which had to be done. There was
not much magisterial work at Northamp-
ton, and if it were a magisterial position
it would not he made. Wherever he
had come into connection with Dr.
Moffatt he had found him a most pains-
taking and efficient officer.

MR. TAYLOR: Thd this official receive
any farther sum than £250 a yearP

THE PREMIER: Yes; £P100 a year
as magistrate.

Ms. WALLACE: On the rremier's
admission, that it was an oversight on 'his
part in not attacking the vote under the
stipendiary mnagistracy. Could the item
be recommittedP
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THE CHIkRMAN:. The Committee could
recommit any item if there were enough
votes to carry the motion.

MR. WALLACE: As it would be
impjossible to obtain a sufficient number
of votes to recommit the item, he would
ask the Committee to strike out the item
-under consideration. Katanning a~nd
Beverle ' were each more populous than
Northampton, yet the first was deprived
of its medical officer, the medical officer
in the second received a paltry £150 a
year, while one at Northampton got.2300.
He moved that the item be reduced by
£2100.

[Mn. QUINLAN took the Chair.]
Mit. THOMAS. Had the last speaker

moved to reduce Ithe general vote so ats to
dispense with some of the mnedical officers
in the large centres, where there was
abundant private practice and a plentiful
supply of honorary hospital doctors, his
amendment might have been reasonable;
but he (Mr. Thomas) would not vote for
reducing the Waary of a. medical officer in
an isolated district. Probably throutgh a
clerical error the name of Norseman aid
not appear in this vote. During the
recess the Minister should see that all
districts were -uniformly dealt with, in-
stead. of some medical officers receiving
£200 and £800, while in a remote place
like Rave usthorpe the medical mnan bad
to leave because there was not sufficient
private practice to keep him, and the in-
habitants had no doctor nearer than
Albany or Esperance. Norseman, with
its population of about 1,500, had a.
hospital and a doctor, both supported
largely by the people. To save a few
hundred pounds by reducing such items
as this would involve considerable hard-
ship to isolated. communities.

-MR. MORAN: Though none could
deny the need for drastic conomy, this
amfendment was farcical. As the Gov-
ernment. had made no attempt to keep
their promises of retrenchment, anid as
the resident magistracy vote had been
passed, it was useless to strike out medical
officers, seeing that the magistrates were
three times too manmy. Very shortly, if
the revenue continued to shrink, the
people would sweep out all hon. members,
and ask for a Government with a retrench-
ment policy like that of the Victorian
Ministry, instead of tolerating one which

this year brought in Estimates showing
an increase of half-a-million in expendi-
ture, when from the cesation of public
works a large decrease of revenue must
result. A thorough overhaul of the
machinery of Government, with a view to
dispensing with all superfluous services,
be would support; but the retrenchment
must not start with medical men in out-
side districts. Members who supported
an extravagant Government should not
ask the Committee to reduce an isolated
item because of some personal feeling

aganst the member for the district,
111THE TREASURER: Unlike the pre-

vious speaker, he would not discuss the
Estimats generally. The amendment
should not be pressed. The diversity of
opinion exhibited by lion. members' on

thsadsimilar votes proved that it was
absolutely necessary for Ministers to visit
every district with which their respective
departments were concerned. Only by
their so doing could retrenchment be
effected, not by sitting in their offices or
by lis;tening to members' speeches. Espe-
cially of medical and hospital questions
was it necessary for Ministers to have
personal knowledge, for anyone could see
that in this vote sweeping retrenchment
was possibe Pass the item, which would
afterwards be investigated by the Mnhis-
ter.

Mn. WALLACE: Every time a memt-
ber attacked an item on the Estimates he
was alleged to be influenced by personal
feeling. That he was so influenced. on
this item he did not admit. On every
such occasion the member for West Perth
(Mr. Moran) made a "1yes-no " speeh
he would if he could, and he coufldif he
would. But what did the hon. member
do in the long run? How, except by
criticising each items, could members
protest against the action of the Govern-
ment in failing to retrench ?

MR. MORAN: Vote against the Minis-
terial salaries. Put out the Government.

MR. WALLACE: That he might do
were there better men to put in their
places; but be should be sorry to vote
the Opposition into office. It was strange
that Government supporters should have
to attack such items. With the kind of
retrenchmnent being brought about by the
G3overnment he was dissatisfied, for the
inconsiderable saving effected had been in
small salaries, and here was a wasteful
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expenditure of £300 on a medical officer
and magistrate, while other men were
working for a starvation wage. Hle (Mr.
Wallace), as well as the Colonial Secre-
tary, knew this district, and though his
task in moving the reduction was hope-
less, he would persist. Even the Treasurer
seemed to desert him, though admitting
the-necessity for true economy-not the
kind contemplated by other Ministers.
The member for Dundas objected to
reducing the salaries of isolated medical
officers. Did that hon. member hkow
anything of such districts as Beverley and
KatanningP

Amendment put and negatived.

Item -Perth District Medical Officer,
£250;

Ma. BATH: A. competent man should
have a, big practice in Perth. These
duties appeared to be light, amounting to
a sinecure. The officer only attended the
Old Men's Dep~t.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
hon. member was totally mistaken. This
officer attended to the Old Men's Dep~t,
the Old Women's Home, cases coming
under the notice of the police, and the
Subiaco Industrial Hospital. This officer
(Dr. Saw) did an immense amount of
work, and was very comretent; in fact
his pay was poor for the work he did.

Mit. MORANI: Here was an instance
of consistency on the Labour bench. He
would have expected the members for
Hannans. and Kalgoorlie to move that the
item for a medical officer at those places
be struck out, if they objected to a
medical officer for Perth.

THE COLONIAL SECuRTRYu: Those were
not similar duties.

Mu. MORAN: The member for
Hannans had attacked a. medical officer
in Perth who performed certain duties,
but did not receive levies, while the officer
at Kalgoorlie did receive levies from
persons connected with the mines. Sick
persons come to Perth from all parts of
the State, and it was inconsistent to say
that this officer's sialary should be struck
out when he had to attend to so many
persons coming from different parts of
the State. A complete overhaul had been
promised by the Government, and we
should wait for that before striking out
this or that salary.

MRt. TAYLOR: The duties of medical
officer in Perth were different from those
at Kalgoorlie; the medical officer at
Kalgoorlie being connected with the
public hospital, while the officer in Perth
was not connected with the public hos-
pital. flow many poor people did he
attend for the salary received? This
officer had one of the largest private
practices in Perth; and if so, one failed
to see how he could give value to the
Government for this salary of £250.

THE COLONIAL SECRELARY : This
officer had to attend to about 620 people,
in round numbers, and these were not
active and healthy people, generally. In
the Women's Home and the Old Mein's
Dep6t the percentage of sick would be
greater than amongst other classes of
people. This work took up no incon-
siderable time.

Ma, BATH: In reference to the Kal-
goorlie medical officer, the whole system
there needed. reorganisation. We were
told that the hospital was to be removed.

Mua. MORAN:- The reason the hon.
member bad not moved that the salary
for the medical officer at Kalgoorlie be
struck out was because the hon. member
wished that to remain until the Govern-
ment overhauled the whole system ; but
he did not applyv that method to Perth,
as. he wanted the salary of the Perth
medical officer to be struck out straight
away.

Dia. McWILLIAMS: This officer was
underpaid for the amount of work he did.
Not buly had he to attend the Old
Men's Dep~t, but the Orphanage and the
Old Women's Home took up much of his
time. He also was at the beck and call of
the police for all k-inds of cases that camne
under their notice, estpecially accident or
lunatic cases.

Amendment negatived.
Item-Port Hedland District Medical

Officer and Quarantine Officer, £150:
Mx. HASTIE:- What was the reason

for this new appointment?
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : This

was not a, new appointment, because no
one had yet been appointed. Port Hell-
land was a fairly busy place.

MR. TAYLOR: There were two bullock
drivers there, he was told.

THE COLONIAL SEC RETARY: It
was more necessary to have an officer at
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Port Hedland than at Derby or Wynd-
ham,

Mn. RASTIE: As the officer was not
yet appointed, if this item were passed an
appointment would be maode, apparently;
therefore he moved that the item be
struck out.

Ma. MORAN : There was a large
travelling population through Port fled.
land, teamsters coming and going through
the town every day.

THE COLO.NIAL SECRETARY:
This vote was fully justified by the
importance of Port Hedland. It was
the second Port north of Geraldton;,
its exports and imports were larger than
those of Eroomne. There was a constant
stream of traffic through the town, and
the Singapore boats called at the Port on
their way to Fremantle. There should
be medical officers at as many places
as possible where the Singapore boats
called.

M.R. THOMAS: This was to be a
new appointment, and the sum of £150
was set down to be expended. The
amount could not by any chance be
expended during the year. The least
that might have been dlone was to put
the amount on the Efstimates which
could be expended from the time when
the Estimates were placed on the table
of the House. In all cases where new
appointments were to be made the full
amounts were against the positions, and
the Government at the end of the year
could claim that they had saved money
when there was no saving at all, as the
whole amount had been voted when only
a portion was required. If the whole
amount was not struck out, then the
Colonial Secretary himself should move
to reduce the item by £75.

Amendment negatived, and the item
passed.

Item - Roebourne Hospital, orderly,
£2100:

MR. HOPKINS:! Was there a. hos-
pital at Roebourne, and if so was it
controlled by the district medical officer,
an orderly, and a cook?

TasE COLONIAL SECRETARY:
There was a hospital at Roebourne.

Item-Whitby Asylum, dairywoman,
£52:

Mna. HIGHAM: What was proposed
to be done with the Whitby Asylum F

TUE COLONIAL SECRETARY:- It
was proposed, although not yet decided,
that the Whitby Falls Asylum should be
handed to the Lands Department for an
experimental farm.

Item-Quarantine experts, four mem-
bers at £6 per annum each, £24:-

MR. THOMAS asked for information.
Tina COLONIAL SECRETARY:

Some three or four years ago a. case was
diagnosed at Fremantle en one of the
mail steamers as chicken-pox. At Ade-
laide it turned out to be a case of small-
pox. In order that such mistakes should
not occur again, at ports where the out-
side traffic touched at Albany and at
Fremantle an anoin0Qt Of £6 was paid as
a retaining fee to medical men, so that if
the quarantine officer was in doubt as to
the diagnosis of a case he could call in
the retained officers, At Albany Dr.
Robinson was the officer, and at Fre-
mantle there were Dr. Lotz, Dr. White,
and Dr. Day. In cases where the services
were actually required these medical
gentlemen received a fee in addition to
the retainer.

MR. JAconv: Was a retainer necessaryP
PusE COLONIAL SECRETARY:

Sometimes the medical officer might he in
doubt. There was great responsibility
thrown upon a medical officer in quaran-
tining a ship. There was great expense
to the State and inconvenience to the
passengers. It was better to he sure
than sorry.

MR. THOMAS: Was it necessary to
pay the retaining fee? He moved that
the item be struck out.

MR. JACOBY: What fee was paid in
case a medical man was called in '

Punc COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
fee, he thought, was five guineas.

MR. JACOBY: Tbe item was a small
one and was hardly worth calling for a
division on. He did not think medical
men should be retained, as doctors would
only be too glad to attend if they received
a fee of five guineas for each case. The
retainer was not warranted.

TuE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
retainer was paid in ease the quarantine
officer required the services of these
gentlemen.

Amendment negatived, and the item
passed.
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Item-Inspector of Uniforms, propor-
tion of salary, £10:

MR. BATH asked for information.
THz COLONIAL SECRETARY: Mr.

Kennedy was appointed last year and
received from tbe department ;10, in
return for -which be inspected the
uniforms which were wade for the various
attendants in the Fremantle Lui atic
Asylum. The salary of this officer was
divided amongst the various departments
for which he acted and inspected.

Item-Principal Medical Officer, for-
age, £50:-

MRs. HOLMIAN. There was a total
amount of £2,951 16s. for allowances,
which included forage allowance, house
allowance, drug allowance, and so on. if
it was necessary to make allowances, then
these officers' salaries should be increased,
and next year the salary should cover all
these amounts, and offcers should pay
for the house allowance or forage allow-
ance out of their pockets.

MR. THOMAS: Did this amount of
£50 represent forage supplied by the
Government to the officer, or did it
represent the amount of money handed
over to the officer in the same way as
travelling expenses?

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
allowance was of the latter nature.

Ma. THOMAS:- In that case the item
ought to ho struck out.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: This
officer,-whose duties were multifarious, had
suffered a considerable reduction in income
already, as pointed, out by the member
for the Moore (Dr. O'Connor), in the loss
of fees which he had formerly been in the
habit of receiving for vaccination. He
(the Minister) hoped that the Committee
would not strike out the item, and be
promised to take into consideration the
question of adding forage allowance to
salaries in future.

MR. THOMAS: For what purpose did
the principal medical officer require forage
allowance ?

MR. TAYLOR:- Did the officer's duties
render the keeping of a horse necessary?

THE@ COLONIAL SECRETARY:- Yes.
Ma. TAYLOR: Many people would

keep a horse if allowed £50 a year by the
Government for doing so. The bringing
down of Estimates in this form ought to
be stopped. An officer shown as receiving

a, salary of £280 a year might with allow-
ances of one kind and another actually be
drawing £700 or £2800 annually.

MR. THOMAS: Much need less ex-
travagance was indulged in under the
heading of "forage." In various country,
towns several officers were to he found, all
drawing forage and groom allowances. A
good deal of money could be saved in such
cases by the establishment of a, central
stable where several horses might be cared
for by one groom. Why were the chief
medical officer, the Cue district medical
officer, and the compulsory vaccination
officer singled out for the receipt of these
allowances, which were not granted to
others in similar positions?

DR. O'CONNOR: The principal
medical officer was not allowed private
practice, and consequently used his horse
only in travelling between his various
departments. Other medical men used
their horses for the purposes of private
practice.

MR. TAYLOR: How many horses did
the principal medical officer keepP Fifty
pounds a year would feed more than one
horse in Perth.

MR. THOMAS moved that the itemn
be struck out.

Amendment negatived.

Item -Compulsory, Vaccination Officer,
forage £30:

MR. THOMAS moved that the item
be struck out. Unless conclusive proof
were adduced that this was not a new
item, he would divide the Committee on
it. Was this allowance paid to the
officer referred to by the item just
passed P

T3HE COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Certainly not. The officer was paid a
salary of £150 for discharging, in con-
nection with the Vaccination Act, much
the same duties as the compulsory attend-
ance officer of Education discharged in
relation to the Education Act. The duties
involved a good deal of travelling about
Perth, Fremantle, and the suburbs, and
that travelling was necessarily done by
vehicle.

MRs. THOMAS: Had this officer been
granted forage allowance- last year?

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: No;
but it was thought only fair that he
should have it this year, the duties of the
office having increased,

[ASSEMBLY.] Medical.



Annal siinats 2 DCEMER,190.JMedical. 2591

Mn. TAYLOR: The practice of
augmenting salaries by means of forage
allowances was most objectionable. Far
bettor pay a decent salary. His expeni-
once of forage allowances on the goldfields
was that the money was frequently spent
on champagne. Now horses did not
drink chamipagne. The granting of
allowances practically amounted to hood-
winking the Committee.

Mn. THOMAS:- In view of the Colo-
nial Secretary's explanation he persisted
in his amendment. Last session this
Chamber had clearly expressed itself
against the granting of allowances in lieu
of salary, but now we found the Colonial
Secretary still following the same lines.
If the Committee 'were shown that an
officer was underpaid, any reasonable
increase proposed would pass without
objection. A big principle, however,
was involved here. The Colonial Secre-
tary had apparently set down this item
of forage allowance in the hope that it
would escape notice.

Tn COLONIAL SECRETARY rose to a
pinnt of order. Was the hon. member in
order in imputing motives?

THE CnjianN: The hon. member
was not in order.

MR. TnoxiS said he had not imputed
motives.

Tan COLONIAL SnEnunTAR sadd he
distinctly objected to the statement that
the item bad been set down in the hope
that it would escape notice.

MR. THOMAS: If the hon. gentle-
man objected to the statement, it was
withdrawn. This item had been inserted
contrary to the express wish of the Com-
mittee; and though the officer receiving
the allowance was miserably remunerated,
the item should be struck out and an
increase of salary, if justified, granted on
the Supplementary Estimates.

MR. MORAN: Why did forage for a
medical man's horse cost £50, while the
steed of a vaccination officer could be fed
for £30?P

THFE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Per-
haps the litter animal was the smaller.
Ho would look into the item.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:-

Ayes ... ... ... 8
Noes ... ... ... 19

M~ajority against .. 11

Arins NOE.
*Mr. Bath Mr. Butcher

Mr. Foulkes Mr. JEWinp
Mr. Russell Mr. Gardiner
Mr. 710o11Ma Mr. Gregory
Mr. Johnson Mr. Hastle
Mr, stone Xr. Hayward
Mr. Il lor Yr. l11cks
Mr. T0o48 (Tie) Xr. Uigham

Mr. Jacoby
Mr. James
Mr. EingmI
Yr. Mc onald
Mr.MedWillame
Mr. Moanger
Mr, Hanson
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. Reid
Air. Yelvertoa
Mr, Moran (Teller).

Amendment thus negatived.

Item-District Medical Officer, Albany,
drugs £40:

Mn. THOMAS: Why these drug
allowances? Were they another formi of
salary? They were always expended to
the last penny!

THEz COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Long experience enabled the department
to fix te sums required. Each officer
bought his own drugs.

MR. THOMAS: A large saving would
result were the Government to buy drugs
in bulk. We knew what profits were
made on drugs and medicines, and how
much cheaper we were able to get them
if we bought a dozen of anything instead
of one. He would also like to know
whether the doctors got those drugs, and
also whether vouchers were kept for the
payments, because if not it might be
another form of salary.

Item - Coolgardie District Medical
Officer, house £100:-

Mx. HOLMAN: Why should the dis-
trict medical officer at Coolgardie have an
allowance of £2100 for a house, whilst in
other places the allowance was £50 ? He
did not see why the Government could
not erect dwelling places for these officers.
He moved that the item be reduced by
X6£0.

Amendment negatived.

Item-Coolgardie, Secretary, ration
£39:

M-n. HOLMAN asked for information
respecting this item.

THE COLONIA L SE CRETARY: Th is
was another form of salary.

Ma. HOLiMAN: We should know
exactly what these items were. Next
year, unless the items were introduced in
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a different manner, he would move to
strike out every item for allowances.

Mn. THOMAS suggested that the
Minister should give an assurance that
next year the Estimates would not contain
these allowances, but that the amounts
would he put on salaries.

TE COLONIAL SECRETARY said
he would attend to this item.

Item - Whitby Asylum, Chaplain,
Church of England, £250:

MR. THOMAS moved that the item he
struck out. He announced his inten-
tion to move also that the next itemt,
'Whitby Asylum, Chaplain, Roman
Catholic Church, £26," be struck out.
Ho objected to the State paying a
chaplain at all. There were more
denominations in the religious world
than the Church of England and
the Roman Catholic Church. There
were persons belonging to Dissenting
bodies who objected to be attended by a
chap~lain of the Church of England. He
objected to the singling out of two
churches and paying their chaplains
salaries, and not paying other chaplains
salaries also.

Amendment passed, and the item
struck out.

Item - Whitby Asylum, Chaplain,
Roman Catholic Church, £25:-

MR. THOMAS moved that the item
be struck out.

Amendment passed. and the item
struck out.

Item-Whitby Asylum, Farm fore-
ann, ration £226:
MR. JOHNSON: It would he advis-

able to strike this item out
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Not

at all. It would be very unjust to the
man.

Item-Vaccination fees, etc., £800:
Da. O'CONNOR asked for informa-

tion.
TuE: COLONIAL SECRETARY: The

whole of this money would probably not
be expended owing to arrangements which
bad been made. He had not gone into
the vaccination fees which had been paid
up to the time when they were stopped,
nor had be gone into the question as to
how the money would be expended where
it was necessa-y to appoint public vacci-

nators. He hoped the item would, not
be interfered with, hut undoubtedly there
would be a large saving compared with
last year.

Dn., O'CorNoa Was it intended to
appoint other vaccinators?

Tnu COLONIAL SEOCRETARBY: If
the Government medical officer did not
do the duty, it would be necessary to
appoint vaccinators; but the medical
officers would be instructed to carry out
the vaccinations.

DR. O'CONNOR: Was not the Govern-
ment bound to pay for vaccinations ?

Tuea ATTORNEY GENERAL:- Under
Section 3 of the Vaccination Act the Gov-
ernment were not bound to pay. That
section gave the Governor power to make
rules and orders as he thought fit for the

pamnt of officers.
M. O'Coiimoa: It said "1shall

appoint."
TnnE ATTORNEY- GENERtAL: It

rested with the Government to make a
scale of fees, aud if the Government
thought resident medical officers should
perform the vaccinations without fee,
then a request would be made to that
effect.

Mn. THOMKAs: If they refused?
THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL:- What

happened in a private business if an
enqiloyee refused ?

Ma. Ta OXAS: The Government could
not "sack" every medical officer in the
country.

Tan ATTORNEY-GENERAL:
Neither could an employer get, rid of all
his employees.

DRm. O'CONNOR: It would be a very
good thing for the medical men who had
not been paid by the Government.

Mu. THOMAS: For some time past
members had been inclined to treat
the medical men in a very offhand
sort of way. Medical men had to go
through a very stiff course of training.
We knew what the educational test was,
and what time had to be given uap to the
medical training; quite as much as the
legal fraternityv had to give; yet on the
Estimates it was proposed to increase the
legal allowances and decrease medical
allowances. It was unwise to deprive
medical officers of vaccination fees which
they received in. the past. He did not
think the medical officers would conduct
the -vaccinations free of cost. The
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medical men were strong enough to form
themselves into a union. These agita-
tions against medical men -and the
attempts to reduce their remuneration
tended to this end. As a representative
of a country district he was anxious to
see mnedical men provided for people in
the country. It was uot right to deprive
the medical men of the paltry few pounds
they were receiving as vaccination fees.

D)R. O'CONNOR moved that after
"1vaccination fees" the words "be paid
as in previous years " be inserted.

Tang CHAIRMAN: That could not he
moved.

'Mu. HOPKINS:- Was the amiount on
the Estimates in addition to the amounts
paid to medical officers P

Tn& COLONIAL SECRETARY:
There would be a considerable underdraft
on this item, but an amount was required
to satisfy thle calls, last year £1,291
was expended in this direction. It was
not likely thjat amount would be spent
this year.

Dn. O'CONNOR moved that the item
be reduced by 41.

Amendment negatived.

Minor urgent repairs at Government
Hoispitals, £200:-

U. BATH: Why bad nothing been
done towards the erection of a. casualty
ward to treat cases of accident on the
Hannans Belt mines F

Tni COLONIAL SECRETARY:
That matter fell within the province of
the Public Works Department.

MR. 'HOPKINS:. But the Public
Works estimates did -not contain an item
for the purpose, and that was the trouble.

MR. THOMAS:- Why had this item
been so largely increased ? Last year
only £65 was spent, while this year £200
was asked for.

MR. JOHNSOtf said lhe would not be
put off the question of the casualty ward.
The Colonial Secretary ought to state the
intentions of the Government.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
item was not on the Estimates because
the exigencies of the situation had de-
mnand'ed its excision. The Government
regretted that all the urgent needs of the
country could not be provided for imme-
diately. However, an ambulance of the
best description had been provided for the
benefit of the flannans mines.

MR. TnovAs: Why had this item been
increased by over 200 per cent. ?

THE COtONIAI SECRETARY: In
connection with various large underdrafts
appearing on the Estimates, members
must bear in mind that the Estimates
were brought dow~n very late last year.
Lu. view of the capital value of State
hospitals, £200 could not be described as
an excessive amount to be expended in
repairs.

Items-Grants to Assisted Hospitals:
Mn. THOMAS: From the two items,

Grants to assisted hospitals towards
salary of medical officer and 26 per cent.
of fees to district medical officers onl
goldfields, X1,750," and "£X for £e subsidy
and grants towards maintenance of
indigent patients treated in assisted
hospitals, £10,000," it appeared that
those who helped themselves in the
matter of hospitals were to be subsidised
to the extent of only £11,750, whilst the
Perth and Fremiantle hospitals were
actually subsidised to the extent of
£215,000. Ile hoped that the two items
quoted would be largely increased in next
year's Estimates, and that certain other
items would be practically wiped out.

Tnu COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
Government would be glad indeed to
carry out the hon. member's suggestion,
always providing that assisted hospitals
in the future displayed a good deal more
economy in their methods of working
than bad been exhibited in the past.
The regrettable fact was that subsidies
paid to assisted hospitals, owing to lavish
and extravagant methods, equalled the
cost per head of patients treated in
Government hospitals. The cost per
bead in the latter was only £,9, whilst in
the assisted hospitals it was £12 7s. 6d.
Some hospitals, like that at Menzies, had
started as assisted institutions, but bad
ended by becoming Government institu-
tions. Altogether, it was very question-
able whether nay saving was effected by
subsidising private hospitals instead of
maintaining Government hospitals. Of
course, the number of patients treated
in Government hospitals enormously
exceeded the number treated in assisted
hospitals.

MRt. THOMAS: More shame to the
Government hospitals, seeing the number
of their patients, that they could not
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reduce the cost per head to below 75 per
cent. of the cost in assisted hospitals.

THm COLONIAL SECRETARY:
The Government bad no desire to take
any special credit in respect of the con-
duct of Government hospitals. He
merely wished to point out that in con-
nection with assisted hospitals all was
not gold that glittered.

MR. THOMAS. The smaller hospitals
made a marvellously good showing if
their cost per patient was only 33 per
cent. higher than that of the Govern-
ment hospitals. The Horseman hospital
paid a resident medical officer.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY:- The
Government paid part of his salary.

MR. THOMAS: Certainly. There
-was little work to do, the district being
one of the healthiest in the State; but
two nurses had to be retained for typhoid
cases; therefore the cost of management
could not be reduced, as he had proved on
investigation. A large subsidy was raised
locally. As the patients were few, the
cost per head must be high; but this did
not show bad management.

TH.E CoLoznnA SECETARY:- There
were Government hospitals similarly
situated, having few patients.

Item-Perthi Public Hospital, £9,000:
Ma. FO-UTKES moved that the item

be reduced by £5. The Act of 1894
provided that the hospitals of the
colony should come under boards of
management. The Governor appointed
a number of laymen and certaiu medical
men. This was the largest hospital in
the State. Last year it had 4,780
patients, and cost £9,000 or £10,000 for
upkeep; consequently the position of a
surgeon to the hospital was highly valued,
being looked on as the blue riband of the
profession. Some doctors when receiving
such appointmients advertised the fact as
widely as possible. The Australossian
Medical Gazette for febrnarv last con-
tained. a letter from Dr. Tratman, who
signed it as "M.D. rLondon, senior
surgeon Perth Public Hospital." In view
of the large number of patients it was
important that the board should see that
the staff consisted of the best men avail-
able. What had been the practice
adopted? In 1897, five medical men,
Doctors Kenny, Tratinan, Kelsall, Har-
vey, and O'Connor, were appointed on

the board, with certain laymen, Sir
George S bent on being chairman. It was
the duty of the board to appoint a
m3ediual staff. Nine doctors were so
appointed, all of whom were either
medical men on the board or their
partners, about 30 other doctors prac-
tising in Perth and suburbs being
ignored. The same doctors were
appointed to the board of management
in 1898 and 1899. The staff su rgeons
and physicians appointed in 1897 were
Dr. Kenny and his partner Dr. Me-
Williams, Dr. Trethowen and his partner
or assistant Dr. Coventry, Dr. Harvey
and his partner Dr. Saw. Dr. Tratmn
and Dr. O'Connor were also appointed.
They unfortunately had no partners.
Matters went on very happily tiU 1900.
In that year all those gentlemen were
re-appointed, but Dr. Coventry had the
misfortune to retire from the firm of
Kenny and Mc Williams, and presum ably
he was no longer fit for the staff,
because practically from the date of his
Tetiremnent from that well-known firm he
ceased to hold his other position. In
the same year another important step was
taken. Djr. KelsaU, who was on the
board of management, took Dr. Horrocks
into partnership, and in the samae
month Dr. Horrocks was appointed
to the staff. rhe board must then
have felt that other practitioners
deserved consideration-men like Dr.
AstleB, at one time on the mnedical and
the tuition staff in Melbolurne; Dr.
Thurstan, who had for years been on the
staff of the Queen Charlotte Women's
Hospital in London; Dr. Jameson, who
had practised here for years; and Dr.
Macauley, who had qualified many years
previously. The choice, however, fell on
Dr. Crutchley, who had come to Perth
the year before, and after one year's resi-
dance here was chosen as the best man the
board could find outside their own ranks.
U~ to that year there was only one out-
side man appointed. In the following
year three fresh men were appointed-
Dr. Burkiitt, ])r. Taaffe, and Dr. Randell.
The number of medical men in Perth by
this time had increased. Dr. Randell had
only been qualified two years before.
evidently they thought the mnore recent
man was qualified. He did not wish to
discuss the qualifications of those different
medical men- perhaps he would not be
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able to do it properly. Anyway, to sum
up his arguments, 56 appointments baa
been made to this stawf during the last
seven years, and of that 56 no less than
49 had gone to members of the board of
management and their partners. The
result of this position was that outside
medical men were not satisfied with it,
and they evidently thought it almost
hopeless unless they had the good fortune
to secure a partnership with some of those
gentlemen on the board of management.
He said just now that appointments had
been made of other outside mnen. Dr.
Thurstan applied. He was qualified so
far back as 1876, and in London he held
the post of physician to one of the
largest hospitals for women. Hie was
also an M.D. of Cambridge University,
and had practised seven or eight years in
Perth. Althorugh he. had repeatedly
offered his services, they had invariably
been refused. Dr. Astles qualified 20
years ago. He was onthe tuition staff of
the hospital in Melbourne, and he had a
practice here. He had been rejected.
Dr. Jameson had also applied and was
rejected. Ho qualified so far back as
1883, and for several years bad onie of the
largest practices in Perth. Ha (Mr.
Foulkes) believed that Dr. Jameson was
rejected in the year Dr. Eandell, who had
been qualified for two years, was elected.
Ho believed Dr. Macauley qualifid about
20 years ago in Edinburgh, anad he
bad a large practice in the suhurbs, at
Cottesloe und also in Perth. He applied
and had been rejected. As was said
before, the result was that some of these
gentlemen did not care to apply for these

a1ppointments when they found, as hie
(ur. Foulkes) thought he could satisfy
this House, they were made by a. body of
men who were not so disinterested and
not so unbiased as we could expect them
to be. It might be said that the blsme
altogether did not lie with the medical
men; that there were lay members of the
board. He thought he could prove that
the management practically had been in
the hands of those medical muen. Sir
aeorge Shenton had been chairman of
the hoard for the last sevent years, and it
might give an inkling to the House as to
how some of those laymen attended to
their duties when he told them that Sir
George Shenton only attended nine meet-
ings, be thought out of 18, four years ago,

owing to the fact that he was absent fromn
the State that year. In 1891 and 1892
there were 32 meetings of the board, and
out of that number the chairman only
attended 14. If members looked at the
report they would find that in the last two
years certain lay members attended only
29 meetings out of a possible 919; and
we would find from the report for 1898
that six laymen out of 12 only attended
16 meetings out of a possible 96. Some
members were appointed who never
attended at all. The late Mr. Justice
Moorhead was appointed on the board of
the hospital, and it would be found from
Ransard for the year 1900, one member
of the House stated that Mr. Moorhead
said that although he had been on the
board for three years he never attended,
lbecause be found it was useless to do so,
as the management of the hospital was
entirely in the hands of these medical
men. Some of those gentlemen upon the
board2 no doubt, were estimable in their

prvte capacities ; hut he contended that
terappointm ents were made in the m ost

haphazard style. Although they might
be very good in many ways, muen were
appointed who did not attend the meetings
and did not take sufficient interest in
the management of the hospital. These
gentlemen practically were not represen-
tative men; they practical ly represented
only themselves, and it was a most ex-
traordinary thing in connection with this
hospital that really no one appeared to
be represented except, a few medical firms.
The people who found the money-he
meant the Government-were not repre-
sented on the board of management;
neither were the people who used the
hospital. That seemed an extraordinary
position of affairs, and although these
matters might be new to some members,
they really had beenfrequently broughtup
in the House. A committee was ap-
pointed in WOO0, comprising Mr. Oats,
the late Mr. Vesper, and somae of the other
members. But, at any rate, those mem-
bers took evidence, and their report was
generally to the effect that the lay-mem-
bers were not sufficiently representative,
and that more representative men should
be appointed. His suggestion to the
Colonial Secretary was this, that he should
set stout try ing to get mo re represen tative
men. What he was aking the Minister
to do was to see that the different locali-
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ties, like Perth and the suburbs, were
represented on the board. If the Minister
did that greater interest would, he
thought, be taken. For instance the
different suburbs like Victoria Park,
South Perth, North Perth. Subiaco,
Leederville, and. Claremont, and the
various roads boards might be asked to
send representatives to the board.

MR. Jicoiny: Hear, hear. Let them
be elected.

MR. FOULKES: If his stiggestion
were adopted we should be more likely to
get people who would represent the
different classes and sections of the corn-
mnunity, He would suggesit also that
patients who used the hospitals should be
represented. The friendly societies had
one member already on the board,
and he thought that such an im-
portant body was entitled to greater
representation. There were certain trades,
too, which by reason of the dangers
and risks attached to them were re-
sponsible for a great number of patients
being sent to the hospital-he referred
particularly to the railway employees and
the employees on the different buildings,
in fact all dangerous places-and bie
would suggest that those engaged in this
class of trade should be asked to send
representatives. He would also strongly
urge that it was time the Government
were represented on the board. At
present this amount of money was paid
over to the hospital, and no check what-
ever was made upon the expenditure.
Altogether something like £29,000 or
£10,000 was handed over.

Ma. Jtconry: Had they no auditors ?
MEMBEa: Yes.
Ma.FOULKES: Auditors only audited

the accounts. There was no one to see
that economical management was carried
out, and hie would suggest that the
Principal Medical Officer (Dr. TLovegrove)
or Dr. Black, or some Government medical
officer, should be appointed to the board,
and not only appointed on the board, but
a Government medical officer should be
appointed as chairman of the board. An
officer from the Treasury or some other
civil servant who had good business
capacity might be given a seat on the
board. He had taken a great deal of in-
terest in the subject. It bad been in-
quired into previously, and the committee
which investigated the moatter in 1900

recommended that practising doctors ini
Perth should not have seats on the board
to control other practising doctors. ThE
report said: 11Your committee find that
a very considerable degree of friction
exists between members of the medical
profession not connected with the in.
stitution. . . . The present I'close cor-
poration' system leads to friction and
jealousy, and prevents that public super-
vision which is essential to the mainten-
ance of efficiency and the prevention of
abuses." It was to be borne in mind
the medical men were not only on the
medical staff but were managers of theo
hospital. The same men were masters
anld servants. He asked that a f resh
hoard be appointed nest January. The
Hospitals Act provided that the appoint-
mneat of the board of management should
be made in January each yqar, Let the
present appointments die out in January
and the Government appoint anew board,
and on that board the Government should
be represented -, also let no practising
medical man be appointed on the board,
the only medica men on thle board to be
Government medical officers who did not
come in competition with outside
medical muen. The district municipali-
ties should he represented on the board,
also representatives of friendly socie-
ties and trades unions. He had bad
frequedft discussions with the Colonial
Secretary on the matter, and as a
Minister of the Crown it was impos-
sible for the Colonial Secretary to give
any pledge that the appointments would
be made in the manner indicated. He
did not expect any definite promise of
that kind, but he asked the Committee
to support him in carrying the reduction
of £25, so as to show clearly to the Gov-
ernment what the opinions of members
were. He wished to put a stop to the
miserable scramble for medical appoint-
ments. There was no doubt there haFd
been a close corporation in Perth as to
the medical appointments, which was not
creditable to the medical profession.
Some of the medical members of the
board had held their appointments for
six or seven years, and these gentlemen
had secured for themselves every possible
advantage. There were two medical
gentlemen. present, and he asked them to
be generous and allow others to receive
appointments. These two gentlemen had
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received appointmenti for the past seven
years, and now they should let other
miedical men have a chance. It seemed
to be forgotten that it was the interest
of thepatients that had to be looked
after and not the medical profession.
The poor sick people should have the
best possible medical men to attend
them, and the appointments should he
made by a disinterested and impartial
body.

THaE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
thanks of the Committee were due to the
hon. member for his instructive speech.
With regard to the changes. proposed,
they were rather too sweeping; at the
same time he was willing to admit that
there was a great deal of good in whatI
had been said, and many of the sugges-I
tions made might with profit be carried
out by the Government, to the benefit of
the Perth Hospital and the general public.
It could not be expected that more could
be said at present. The subject bad. been
and was receiving his earnest attention,.
and he hoped the changes which would
be made and decided by Cabinet would
satisfy the hon. member. The Govern-
ment were anxious to do their best in
this direction, and to carry out the task,
which the hon. memnber admitted was
one of the utmost delicacy, with as much
discrimination as we possibly could. So
far asg the work of the Perth Hospital
-was concerned, it had been both good and
economical, and it compared well with that
of hospitals in other parts of the State.
Undoubtedly, there was a feeling of
great unrest among the majority of Perth
medical practitioners as to the manner
in which they had been treated by the
hospital committee, and a, way might be
found of assuaging the lacerated feelings
of these medical gentlemen without in
any way detracting f rom either the quality
or the quantity of the work which the
institution had already done.

Da, O'CONNOR: Was the Perth Hospi-
tal the most expensive in the State?

THaE COLONIAL SECRETARY: No;
the least expensive, as he had already
said.

DR. O'CONNOR: The member for
Claremont (Mr. Foulkes) had made
vanious little mistakes. In the first place,
the queto of wrhether the men on the
hospita stfwere the most competent
for the -position must remain largely one

of individual opinion. Many people
would prefer to any properly qualified
medical practitioner a man: like Herr
Rasmussen, or Ellis, the manl now in
prison. The Government appointed the
medical staff, whom the hospital com-
mittee merely nominated.

THx COL ONzAa SECRETARY: Had any
nomination made b-y the committee ever
been refused by the Government?
* DR. O'CONNOR: That was not a

Imatter which concerned the hospital
committee. As for the statement that
Dr. Coventry had been appointed to
the stag~ because he was a partner of
Dr. Kenny, and that immediately Oil
severin his connection with Dr. Ktenniy
he ha failed to secure reappointment,
the real fact wats that Dr. Coventry had
of his own initiative given up the posi-
tion. Dr. A stles. and Dr. Jameson had
applied for one position only, for which
two other applicants also had applied.

MR. FouLgES: Who were the other
two applicants?

DR. O'CONNOR: That was beside the
point. The previous holder of the posi-
tion Was re-elected. At that time Dr.
Jameson had just returned from Rome.

Mu. FourEs: Was not the. wan
appointed a member of the board of
Management?

DR. O'CONNOR: Dr. Macauley had
applied for only one position, to which
Dr. lBurkitt, who applied at the same
tiene, had been appointed. As for the
suggestion that the Government medical
officer should be on the staff, the fact
remained that Dr. Lovegrove, though
allowed pnivate practice, -was debarred by
the extent of his duties from engaging in
it, Members of the Ministry had been
on the hoard of management: Mr. James,
Mr. Illinigworth, and Mr. Ranidell. He
personally had no great desire to be on
the board, and neither had any other
medical mnan, so far as he knew.

MR. FOULKES: Would the Colonial
Secretary kindly make a note of that
statement?

Tanz COLONIAL SECRETAY: Hanscrd
would. make a notea of it.

Mn. JACOBY congratulated the miem-
ber for Claremont (Mr. Foulkes) on
having carried out a most painful duty
with a very fair degree of discretion.
The root of the whole trouble la~y in the
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fact that the board of management was
not elected by the subscribers.

MEBER: The Perth Hospital had no
subscribers.

Ma. ,JACO BY: That fact reflected
great discredit on the board of manage-
ment, who ought to have taken steps to
get subscribers. Matters looked as if
the hospital staff, in refraining from
seeking subscriptions, was desirous of
ereatingaclosecorporatiou. Undoubtedly,
certain members of the board of manage-
ment, who were also on the medical staff,
were not known as leading men in their
profession. Members of the medical
staff who held seats in this Route were,
of course, long and favourably known in
this State, and the remark did not apply
to them. Two or three ladies ought to
be appointed to the board of manage-
ment. A circumstance to which be drew
special attention was that a. man whose
case hie hal mentioned here in a connec-
tion unfavourable to the hospital had, on
returning shortly afterwards to the insti-
tution with several ribs fractured, been
g~reatly worried by the doctor in permnan-
ent charge on the score of having had
his case mentioned in Parliament. A
stop must be put to conduct of that kind.
He hoped that the members of the
medical staff would alleviate public dis-
content by rectifying certain small matters
which he had mentioned to them in con-
versation, but which be would not inflict
on the Committee. lie would content
himself with saying that they were
matters which tended to bring the
hospital into disrepute. No doubt
these defects would be remedied. If
the matters he had privately men-
tioned were attended to, and steps taken
to obtain subscribers, leaving in their
hands the election of the board, Past dis-
contents would disappear. He and other
miembers would be glad to subscribe.

MR. HASTIE:- The previous speaker
and the Colonial Secretary were optimists.
Both in New Zealand and Australia
nearly all towns, certainly all capitals,
had trouble with their hospitals-witness
Melbourne and Adelaide. The hospital
in Perth should be put on an equal
footing with those elsewhere. In the
sparsely - populated back country, the
people were required to subscribe to hos-
pitals, but where population was thick
the Govern ment gave practically a chtant-

able vote like that given to the Pert]
Hospital. If it were not a charity, t14
Miuister would ask the public to bear al
the expense, which was munch more thai
the £9,000 appearing in this item4 Wha
were the items for washing, bedding
clothing, and surgical instruments fo;
Government hospitals ?

THE OOLONIAL SnoCPARria: This wai
a "Public"' hospital: those items wern
for country hospitals.

MR. HASTIE: Each hospital shouk
be debited with its full allowance.

Tas COLONIAL SEuCRETARY: Thai
would swell the Estimates.

MR. Jtooav: What matter, if menmber,
had the information?

MR. HASTIE: Either let the Perth
public subscribe towards their hospital
or let the Government take over all the
hospitals in the country. At preseni
any group of people could by importunity
persuade the Government to take care ol
their sick, while districts showing an
.independent desire to help) themselves
were assisted with subsidies only. The
Minister would find doctors most ticklish
people to deal with, more especially in
Perth, Fremnatle, and other places where
the doctors had the spending of the
money and the control of hospital
arrangements. The hospital committee
would be lucky if they found their work
more pleasan t than that of simi lar bodies.

'MR. TAYLOR: To signify his dis-
approval of the present method of
appointing the hoard of management of
the Perth Hospital, he would vote for the
amendment. He foudid here a Piece of
paper setting forth the names of the
present staff and whom they were in
partnership with, and he thought it
necessaryv that the board of management
should be reformed. He hoped the
Colonial Secretary would reform it in the
way indicated by the member for Clare-
mont (Mr. Foulkes). It was, he con-
sidered, simply a disgrace to the intelli-
gence of the people of this State when
they found these medical firms in Perth
appointing their own partners on the
board of management of this hospital.
He did not know that all these men were
appointed by merit. He questioned very
much whether they were.

Mn. MORAN:- In common with the
bon. member, he bad always expressed
the opinion that there was a screw loose
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somewhere in the management of the
Perth Hospital. It had always 'been a
mystery to him why the honorary offices
of that noble institutiou should not be
available to any duly qualified medical
practitioner. ile did not know whether
the hon. member (Mr. Foulkes) intended
to pjush the amendment for a reduction
of £5. In his opinion the hon. member
ought not to do so, for he had, apparently
gained his point in the admissions made
in the general discussion. He was
thoroughly satisfied the Colonial Secre-
tary was fully seized of the importance of
going into the question of the hospital.
The hon. gentleman had promised to
overhaul the whole question of the
medical vote, and he could see from the
look on the face of the Colonial Treasurer
that he agreed with the Opposition all
through this discussion that economy was
necessary. If the memnber for Claremont
were to happen to lose on a division, it
would look like a, free hand being given
to the Colonial Secretary in the old way.

Ma., FOULKES: The board of manage-
ment of the Perth hospital met about
three days ago, and the time had come
round for making a, fresh lot of appoint-
ments. They had made a fresh lot of
appointments. Perhaps it was quite un-
necessary for him to mention to the
Committee that they had all appointed
themselves again and one or two others.
These names would be sent to the Colo-
nial Secretary for. his approval, and one
hoped the lion. gentleman would not
approve of those appointments. Having
done all this with a view to strengthen
the Minister's hands, he would now press
the amendment that the item be -reduced
by £5 in order that we might place. it on
record.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result

Ayes ... .. .. 13
Noes -. .. . 11

maioiity for..
AYES.

Mr. Daglish
Mr. Foulke"
Mr. Beetle

Mr. Jatb
Ir. Mo=

'Mr. Reidb
Mr. MaLcr

Mr. Walac
Mr. Yelvcrtcn
Mr. Eilam (TellerI.

2
NOES,

Mr. Diamond
Mr. =win
Mr. O regcry
Xr.Jae
Mr. Kingumill
Mr. )lcWiliuanB
Mr. Monger
Mr. X0 Conmcor
Mr. Rnon
Mr: Stone Tler).

Amen~dment thus passed, and the item
reduced by £5.

DRt. O'CONNOR: Supposing the host-
lpital expended all the money it had F

TasE PREMIER: The division, he
took it, really had nothing to do with the
amount, but with the constitution of the
board.

Item--LeonoraL Hospital, grant-in-aid,
erection and flooring tent, £20 :

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved that the words " and surgical
instruments " be added. This would in
no Way increase the amount paid.

Amendment passed.

Item -Destruction of poison palms,
Whitby Falls A sylum estate, £200:

Ma. RIG-HAM: What area of zamia
palmis was there on the estate?

Tax COLONIAL SECRETARY:
There was a considerable extent. Thc
value of the property as a6 farm would be
greatly increased by the destruction of
the palms.

.Mu. JACOBY: As it was intended to
turn the estate into an experimental farm
and not to keep stock there, it was not
necessary to destroy thaepalms. It would
be better to wait until after the estate
was handed over to the Lands Depart-
ment before expending the money.

Mn. HAYWARD: This was a large
amount for the destruction of palms.
The cost per acre for destroying these
Palms was very small.

Mu. STONE: Unless cattle were to be
grazed on the land it was not necessary
to destroy the palms. He moved that
the item be struck out.

Amendment negatived.
Other items agreed to, and the vote

(reduced to £90,464 16s. 6d.) passed.

Observatory, £3,649 14s.:
Mx THOMAS moved that the vote be

reduced by £1,000. This would be a. test.
Progress should be reported, as the Coin-
mittee had done a good night's work.
This vote required careful consideration.
ks in the near future some radical reduc-
tions would have to be made in the
expenditure of the State, it was a matter
for conideration whether the O bservatory
was rec' aiired. Some big amount wouild
have to be wAiped off the Estimates, anad
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this might be one of them. It would be
far better to give a slight subsidy to some
other Observatory to send us wires than
to keep up this costly establishment. In
a. small State it was extravagant to spend
over £3,500 on an Observatory which he
could not help looking upon as a worthless
institution. He would not move the total
excision of the item, because the Govern-
mnent needed time to give effect to the
wishes of the Committee.

MR. TAYLOR: If the honl. member's
(Mr. Thomas's) amendment were carried,
could the items be dealt with after-
wards P

TuE CxArpmwn: No. The reduced
amount would stand as the vote.

Tux COLONIAL SECRETARY hoped
the amendment would not be carried,
pincipally because he did not share the
mover's views with regard to an Obser-
vatory. This State's Observatory was at
present in the transition stage: in a, few
monthis it was likely to be taken over by
the Federal Government, as indeed it
ought to be. Unfortunately, a majority
of members appeared to hold the view
that an Observatory was of no educational
or practical value.

Ma. MORAN: The Minister was losing
courage on very slight provocation.

Tmwa COLONIAL SECRETARY asked
the Committee not to interfere with the
vote, as the institution would shortly be
taken over by the Commonwealth.

MR. DAGLISH: Was it a fact that
the astronomical part of the Observatory
work had ceased, and that tbe meteoro-
logical part alone was receiving atten-
tion ?

THE COLONmAL SEaRARY: It was
not a fact.

MR. DAGLISH: A change in that
direction was understood to have been
made, or to be in contemplation.

Twat COLONIAL SECRETARY: The astro-
graphic work had been abandoned.

MR. DAGLISH:- Notwithstanding the
abandonment of astrography, ,the insti-
tution still had a Government Astronomer,
his first assistant, an astronomical com-
puter and observer, and a senior astro-
graphic observer. The staff seemed large
for such a State as this, quite apart from
thequestion of whether an Observatorywas
or was not needed. We scarcely required
a Government Astronomer and a first

assistant to that Govern ment Astronomer!
one good meteorologist would suffice.
In connection 'with this institution, re-
trench went had, as usual, begun at the
wrong end. Four men, with salaries
aggregating £870 a year were being dis-
pensed with , and a saving of £185 was
being effected in the pay of these men,
whilst the Government Astronomer and
his first assistant had their salaries in-
creased by £190 in all. These increases
had been hurriedly granted by the
Assembly at the fag-end of last session.
The unfortunate lowly paid officers were
to be sacrificed. The ostensible reason
for the increase granted to the Govern-
muent Astronomer was that he provided
members of Parliament visiting the Ob-
servatory with -wine and other refresh-
mneats. Perhaps the member for Dundas
(Mr. Thomas) would withdraw his amend-
muent so as to allow a reduction to be
moved in the amount of the first item.
The effect of carrying a general reduction
such as that proposed would be the d is.
missal of some more unfortunate officials
in receipt of low salaries: eventually the
Government Astronomer and his first
assistant would constitute the whole
staff.

Ma. MORAN: It was news that the
Observatory was to be taken over by the
Federal Government. He deprecated
attacks on this institution in the smnall
hours of the morning. The Minister
would do well, to allow progress to be
reported.

THE PREMIER: No. iMinisterial mem-
bers had stayed up specially to deal with
the Estimates.

Mn. MORAN; It was doubtful whether
the Government had a majority in attend-
ance, and whether the total attendanile
was sufficient to assure that the desire of
the Legislative Assembl 'y on this subject
would be madelknown. If four Observa.
tories were needed on the Eastern -sea-
board, surely one was not too much- for
the whole of the Westbrn seaboard.
Moreover, Fremantle was now a large
seaport on a main trade route. He asked
the Committee niot to make a blind,
groping assault on a useful institution.
Attack s on the Observatory were made
mainly because members did not under-
stand the technical terms on the
Estimates. For such an ipistitution the
total sum was not large, and it should
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not be attacked blindly at this early
hour of the morning.

Mn. HASTIE: Last year the House
divided on this item, and struck out an
allowance of £100 to the Astronomer,
and on the Supplementary Estimates the
amount was restored as salary. If the
first and second items were struck out,
the institution would not be less efficient.
Withdraw the amendment, and reduce
the first item by £100.

Mn. HASSELL: Last session he
assisted in striking ant the £2100, and
would if possible assist in striking out
much more. The Observatory lie looked
on as perfectly useless. About 99 per
tent. of the weather predictions were
wrong. He would vote against every
item discussed.

Mu. MORAN: If, as stated, 99 fore-
casts out of 100 were reliable, the
Astronomer's salary should be increased
by £9500. The mani. did not live who
could foresee all atmospheric disturb-
anices. Such criticisims could be levelled
at every meteorologist.

Ma. HASSELL: The £100 struck off
last session had been restored in a thin
House.

Mn. MORtAN: Then do not take advan-
tage of a thin House now.

MR. TAYLOR:. Withdraw the amend-
ment and reduce the items. Han~ard
would show that last session the Premier
(Mr. Leake) said the £2100 allowance was
to compensate the Astronoiner for certain
expenses, and that it would not 'be per-
manent. - Yet the permanent increase
now appeared. It was then pointed out
that the Observatory was a place where
members of Parliament and the eilite of
Perth went for a good " razzle dazzle."
In a thin House the £100 was subse-
quently replaced on the Estimates.

MR. THOMAS: Recognising the
futility of trying to reduce the vote by a
reasonable sum, and in. deference to the
maj~rity present, he asked leave to with-
draw the amendment.

Leave refused.-
Amendment (to reduce by £1,000)

put, and a division taken with the follow-
ing result:

Ayes
Noes

8
... .. ... 17

Majority against ..

AYES.
Sir. IlasoeII
Mr. liastie
Mir. Holman
Mir. Jacoby
Mr. O'Conuor
Mr. stone
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Thomas (Toir).

NOS.
Mr. Duglish
Mr. Diomoud
Mr. Ewing
Sir. Foulkes
Sir. Gardiner
,I]r. Gregory
Mr. James
Mir. Kingetnill
Mr. McDonald
Mr. MOWiazas
Si r. Monger
Mr. Sio0ru
Mr. Bosou
Mr. Reid
Mr. Wallace
Xr. Yalverton
Xr. Hilghai (Tailer).

Amendment thus negatived.
Mn. JACOBY:- There had been an

amendment to reduce the vote by £1,000,
but it had not been carried. Could an
amend ment now be moved to reduce the
vote by a Smaller amount?

THE CHAIRMAN: The bon. member
was entitled to move for a smaller reduc-
tion.

Mn. DAGLISH: The Observatory
was unnecessarily expensive, He had the
figures with regard to the Queensland
Observatory, and every respect must be
paid to the result of the observations by
thle Queensland Government Astronomer.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Did the
bon. member mean. Mr. Wragge?

MR. DAGLISH:- Yes.
THE COLONIAL SocnunnxY : Mr.

Wragge was not Government Astronomer,
was heP

MnI. DAGLISH: Mr. Wragge was
meteorological observer, and it was these
meteorological observations that were of
-value to a State, and outside the State.
Mr. Wragge, in Queensland, was pidd
£500, as against £600 paid by th is State,
and lie received instead of a palatial
residence like the Government Observatory
here £50 in lieu of residence. Then he
had a, staff comprising first assistant
£2250, second assistant £150, and third
assistant £130, with a juinior at.£60 a
year: a totalzaltogetbher of £1,140.

THE, COLONIAL SECRETARY ; What
about South Australia?

MR.- DAGLTSH said he was quite
atisfied to risk the issue on the one case
-that of the gentleman who had earned
the highest fame in Australia for his
meteorological observations and predic-
tions.

MR. MonRAf said Mr. Wragge got h alf-
a-dozen different salaries.

Mn. DAGLISH: Whbether Mr. Wragge
lied other salaries for other purposes, hie
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did not know. That was the only one he
could find. It would be a reasonable
thing for us to put our institution on
somewhat the same footing as that the
one in Queensland; and even if we
did that, we should be doing far more
than we could properly afford. As soon
as our revenue cams down, as it soon
mnust, to the salme level as that in the
Eastern States, we should bave to cut the
coat very much shorter than we had done
in the past. [MEMBER: Did the hon.
member think that payment in all our
Government service should be the same
as in the Eastern States?] In many
cases the Salaries should be higher,
because of the increased cost of living.
At present we had a higher revenue to
pay them from, but with regard to
luxuries we must be very careful as to the
amount of money we spent on them. He
did not think we could afford to keep up
establishments of the same size as those
which were. kept up in the more thickly
populated States. As to the department
being taken over by the Federal Govern-
ment, we were told precisely the same
thing when last the Estimates were
before Parliament. We had no official
knowledge that the Observatory would
be taken over in the near future. If
the Observatory was to be banded over
to the Commonwealth in a short time, we
should not let the Federal Government
take it on an extravagant basis, because
we had to bear our share. of keeping up
the Federal establishments.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: No
one who had gone into the subject could
say the Observatory was run extrava-
gaudly. The analogy drawn in regard to
Queensland would niot apply, for the
Queensland Observatory was confined
wholly and solely to meteorological work.
It might be that was the most useful
work done; that he did not intend to
combat. The Observatory here was doing
other work, and having been started
should be maintained in a worthy fashion,
The salaries paid in this State, as com-
pared with those paid in the other States,
appeared tobe inadequate. The assstant
who carried out the astronomical work in
South Australia received a similar sum
to the amount paid to the Astronomer
here. A promise had been made to the
Astrographic Society, to take part in a
world-wiae scheme, and we could not

withdraw from thle promise Without
giving notice. The overnment had
given notice of withdrawal.

Ma. HASTIE : Had members an
opportunity of proposing to reduce the
several itemsP

THE CHAIRMAN:; The Committee were
dealing with the total sum now.

Ma. EASTIE: That being so, if any
friend of the Government moved that a
vote be reduced by one-half, that would
prevent any member going back. The
member for Dundas was evidently playing
into the bands of the Government. He
moved that the vote be reduced by £190,
being the amount that was placed on the
Supplementary Estimates last year for
the Govern meat Astronomer and'the first
assistant.

POINTS Or ORDER-RULING.

Mu. MORAN: The vote could not be
touched now; the items would have to
remain and the total be governed by the
items. He asked for at ruling on the
point.

TH4E CHEAIRMAN: The question was
put whether the vote should be reduced
by £1,000 and was negatived. The ques-
tion now before the Committee was the
total amount. Any member could wove
to reduce the vote by a less sum than
£1,000.

MR. MORAN moved that the Committee
disagree with the ruling of the Chairm an.

MR, THOMAS: Could not the items be
discussed? The Committee were dealing
with the general question, and having
negatived the amendment that the vote
be reduced by £1,000 it was now open to
members to deal with the items. There
was an objection on the part of the
Premier to withdrawing the amendment
to reduce the vote by £1,000. Was it
competent to deal with the items now ?

THE CHAIRMAN: It was not in order
now to move to reduce any item. There
were several voices against the withdr-awal
of the amendment.

Mn. THOMAS moved that the Com-
mittee disagree with the ruling of the
Chairman.

TuE DEPUTY SPEAKER resumed
the Chair, and the point having been
stated, he said: If it was competent to
reduce the vote by £21000, it was com-
petent to reduce the vote by a smaller
amount. -He therefore ruled that the

tAtS.MiBLfj il'ointff of Order,
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Committee could reduce the total of the
vote, leaving the adjustment of the items
to the Government.

THE CHAIRMAN resumed the Chair.
ME. THOMAs then submitted a point of

order in writing.
Tnn DEPUTY SPEAKER resumed

the Chair, and on the point of order
said:- The Committee having proceeded
past the items and reached the total of
the vote, it was not competent to deal
with items.

COMMITTEE RESUUSED.
Ma. HASTIE moved that the vote be

reduced by £190, which was the amount
of the increases granted onL last year's
SupIplementary Estimates.

MR. MORA6:N: To obviate the necessity
for discussion, he suggested that the
Government might take £2190 off the
item for stationery in the event of the
amendment being carried, and so defeat
the attack on two particular salaries.
Was not the amendment out of order,
seeing that it dealt with certain increases
granted last session ?

TaiE CHAIRMAN: The amendment dealt
with no particular item or items.

MR. TAYLOR: The object of the
amendment was to reduce two salaries
which had been unduly increased last
session. It wats idle for members who
bad voted in favour of the retention of
the total vote at .£3,609 14s. to express
dissatisfaction at being precluded from
dealing with individual items. The Chair-
man had given a plain ruling to the effect
indicated. The object of the amendment
now before us was to reduce the Govern.
ment Astronomer's salary by £100 and
that of his first assist-ant by £90. The
amendment would reduce the salaries
unfairly increased last year.

Mn. MORAN: The previous speaker
said the Committee had been deceived
last year with reference to the £100
increase; yet it appeared fromi Hansard
that on the Supplementary Estimates the
then Premier (Mr. Leake) plainly stated
that this sum was an increase of salary;
while Mr. Taylor said, 11If the officer
were worth it, let him have it."

MR. TAYLoRn: Read what had been
said on the general Estimates.

MnR. MORAN: The hon. member
accused the late Premier of introducing

the increase in a thin Rouse, and of
stating it was only temporary ; yet
Harnsard showed that Mr. Leake called it
a dirett increase of salarxy, and challenged
a division, Mr. Taylor acquiescing in the
increase.

Mn. TAYLOR: Hansard for the 21st
January, 1901, showed how strongly he
had opposed the increase, upbraid ing the
Government -with making it in spite of
their promise that there should be no
increases of salaries exceeding £200, and
regretting that excuses were always
found for increasing decent salaries. For
the increase he had not votedl; and he
should not be judged by a jocular
remark made on the Supplementary
Estimates, when, owing to the scanty
attendance, there wasj no chance of
striking it out. He would vote for the
amendment on the understanding that
the first two iteins be reduced.

Amendment put and passed, and the
item reduced by £100.

Mn. MORAN: The items having been
passed, the Government could not now
deprive the Astronomer of his full
salary.

Vote (as reduced) agreed to.

ADJOURNMENT.
The Rouse adjourned at 18 minutes

past 1 o'clock (Wednesday), until the
afternoon.
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